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This past Sepfember reminded us just now broken our world is. In a single week, we saw Murrysville, PA 15668

violence i schools, the anniversary of 4/l and ofher heartbreaking events. f is easy to

look around and feel lice fhe world has gone mad. Yet Jesus told His disciples, “In this 724-327-2898

world you wil lhave tribulation. But fake heartt | have overcome fine world" (John 1633).
Our hope rests not in quick fixes or femporary solufions, but in the peace that only Clrist

provides. %ﬁnﬁ

That doesnt mean we ignore real sfruggles. Mental hnealth is a genuine concern for
many. God calls us fo care for ourselves and one anotiner—winether that means rest,
heatthy roufines, or simply having someone 1o listen. As Paul reminds us, "Carry each

other's burdens, and in tinis way you wil fuffil fe law of Clarist" (Galations &2). Worship Hours:
We also carry a responsbiity fo the next generation. As parents, grandparents, and Sunday - 8:30 am

caregvers, we shape ow children learn fo cope with hardship. They are watfching us— Sunday - 11:00 am
how we respond fo frials, how we speak, now we freaf ofhers. Let's show them Christ's Monday - 6:30 pm

love in action, wifi pafience, kindness, and faitinfulness.

The world may seem dark, but we are called fo shine as Hs light. By loving, listening, and Pastor Joshua

encouraging one another, we become living witnesses of the hope we have in Christ. OE eI

Spreading Christ's peace,

Meliss Broveman



nWorRds FRom Postor

What is my pastoral approach to politics?

Al forms of media have been filed with infense polifical rieforic. These media forms do their best fo speak directly fo
you. They wil post, speok, advertise, and do anything else that might drive you fo their page and bring you o "smash
that ke’ button” as the kids say tfoday. But what about the church? What is my pastoral duty wien it comes 1o
politics? How am | supposed 1o novigate and lead you through this poltical age®

In ¥ Corinfiions chapter |, Saint Faul asks,

"Where is #ne one who is wise? Where is e scribe? Where is e debater of this age? Has not God made
fooich the wisdom of e world? For since, in e wisdom of God, fhe world did not know God trough wisdom, it
pleased God through the folly of what we preach fo save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek Wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly fo Gentlles, but to those wiho are
colled, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and fhe wisdom of God" (I Corintinians 20-24 ESV)

He continues in Chapter 2, "For | decided fo know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified” (I
Corinfiions 2:2 ESV)

Saint Foul makes it clear hat the role of the pastor and the church is to proclaim Christ and him crucified. So that is
what | do and infend o do. | wil not fell you wihom | vofe for or why | vote for them, but | can fel you the reason
why | vote af all is because it is my civic and duty and fherefore my Christian duty (Romans B). In the pulpit; it is not
my postoral duty fo make sure fhat you align with me or one another in any political way. I is my pastoral duty fo see
to it that you know Christ and him crucified.

Yes, | am deeply saddened by the events have franspired and confinue fo franspire in our nation. The only salve that
we have fo soothe the pain fhat these atrocities have caused is not polifical rieforic, but Jesus. I is Jesus alone wino
raises the dead. I is Jesus dlone who sets the captive free. It is Jesus alone wino demonstrates, proclaims, and feaches
frue love. It is Jesus alone who empowers you by his Holy Spirit fo love as he first loved us. 1 is Jesus Christ alone
and e was crucified, died, and raised 1o redeem you from the deatn and decay of tiis world.

Since you are redeemed, you now are the nurses whom God sends out info this world fo apply the headling salve of
the Gospel on those wino are deeply in pain. It is the Gospel by which God calls sinners info His Kingdom. We confess
with one. anotner that we believe in e Holy Spirit. We say with Martin Lutner "What does this mean? I means that
| cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to him. But fhat the Holy Spirit calls
me by the Gospel, enlightens me wih his 4ifts, sanctified and kept me in the one frue faith" (Luther's Smull
Cofechiom Article 2) Therefore, as we go ouf info this politicaly dvided world, we do not need fo further dvide by
spreading polifical rheforic, but instead we apply the healing salve of the Gospel so that the Holy Spirit call and
sanctify this world. Thereby, he wil make it holy and establish peace.



So if you expect me fo fake a political stand, | wil not: If | am preaching God's word and it sounds fike | am making
a polifical point, please know that it was not my infention 1o do so. It is only my infention fo proclaim the Word of
God. ¥ God's Word aligns or contradicts your political point of view so be it. It is my job and caling to proclaim God's
Word and administer Hs sacraments. | wil do so 1o the best of my abiifies with the Help of God

| say all of tnis because | deeply love you al. | know it is increasingly hard o proclaim God's Word without sounding
ke | am avoiding the political climate or fhat | am faking a side. It is becoming increasingly lard fo prepare a serimon
that may not offend. This is my burden and my struggle. Perhaps it is my cross 1o bare. And | will glady bare it
for e soke of the Gospel and the fafh by which you are saved. | am happy o be crucified for proclaiming God's
Word rightly. | wil glady do this for God and you, winom | love, botih dearly.

In Hs Peace,

PugforJesh



Hannah's Desk
“Seeds of TFaith Around the Campfire”

Last month, our Family Ministry hosted a simple evening of felowship: a campfire, simores, ot dogs,
and an open playground. We didn't plan a big program or schedule—it was just an open invitation o
come, eaf; laugh, and be together. And vet, as often happens when God's people gather, the Lord dd
somethning far greater than we could have organized.

The weatner was perfect—clear skies, cool air, and a cozy fire to gatiner around. But the frue beauty
of the evening wasn't in the setting, it was in the connections that nappened. We had one of our
Oldest members in atfendance, as well as one of our youngest, and every generation in befween.
Farents were able 1o share with one another some of the struggles they've been carrying and
receive encouragement. Teenagers—who might ofherwise be fempted 1o sit off by themselves—were
ploying 1ag and swinging with the little ones, showing them the joy of being cared for and included.
Friends and neighbors were invited, and new faces joined us, tuming a simgle night into a living picture
of evangelism as people encountered Gods family in action.

The moment that wil sfay with me most, fhough, came when a chid asked if they could be baptized af
Calvary. For years, | have fold even the youngest preschoolers that bagtism is the most important thing
we do as a church. To now see those words fake root in the heart of a chid, growing info a desire
to receive Gods promises, is humbling and joy-filed. We are faking steps to make this baptism a
relity, and | am reminded once again of how the Spirt moves in ways we don't aways see coming.

This campfire night taught me something | deeply need fo remember: while | love teaching theclogy to
our middle schoolers and sharing God's love in chapel with our little ones, and even sharing the
gospel via our social media——sometimes the most powerful ministry happens in the ordinary. A shared
story around a fire. A conversation between generations. A child swinging next 1o a feenager. A
neighbor wino feels welcome. A heart sfirred 1o faith by the Holy Spirit

s in these simgle, beautiful moments that seeds are planted—seeds that wil grow, not because of

our effort, but because of the Holy Spirt. God's presence in these ordinary spaces is a miracle, and
it is a joy 1o witness. e

In Hs Name,

Yoy s
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CAITLYN AKARMAN
CAITLYN.AKARMANI123eGMAIL.COM
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During the first few days/weeks of school, much of what we learn in any of our classes is how
to get along with each other. We learned about Creation and all that God made. We had
beautiful weather to get out and play. Preschool is starting at the beginning of the alphabet
with A, B, C and numbers 1, 2, 3. Kindergarten is learning to recognize sight words and the
letters, Mm, Ss, Aa, Rr, Tt. We will start writing words soon. Please help us raise money for
the school by supporting students in our October Fundraiser.




Elder's CoRNZR.

October is my birfinday wonth, but just barelyl Per my birth certificate, my arrival was all of five minutes info the
montin. Over wmy many years and many birfidays [suffice it fo say that | am a war baby, as in WWI | have
become accustomed to the fact that winen your birfinday falls on the first day of fhe month you can expect many
of the greefings you receive 1o arrive late.

As my birthday approaches it comes fo mind that fime ic implacable. Time never stands stil and cannot be stopped.
My grandmother's favorite aghorism was "Too soon old, foo late smart” Pealm 4042 prays "So feach us fo number
our days that we may get a heart of wisdom" How few are our days and how much we need o turn fo God for
security and refuge in this fallen world

Confemporary culture confinues fo celebrafe youth. Many want to stop the clock and so dye their lhair, get a face
ift, efc. in an aftempt o do so. But even though they might stop the clock, they are powerless fo stop time; how
qQuickly it goes!

| recall discussing time with a now sainfed Calvary member and we agreed on this paradox of fime: how can the
days 90 by so slowly and e years 9o by so fost??

Time leads us al info eternity - whefher we ke it or notdesus in Hs sermon on the mount stafes in Matthew
T4 "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those
who enfer by it are many. For the gafe is narrow and the way is hard that leads to ife, and those who find it
are few" Lufher's commentory on this possage states: “The true disciples remain on the hard path and enfer
througn the narrow gate, namely the Word of God, saying: 1 am helplessMay God help me. It all resfs in Hi
hands." The fraity of our life on earth stands in stark contrast to God's eternal strengti.

o e question eacn of us must ack himMerself is: which way am | taking? The patin hat leads 1o efernal biiss
or e one that leads downward into efernal woe? That clock is clicking every day and no one can know for
cerfoin when their fime on this eartn wil be over. Nevertneless, one can by faith in Jesus Christ be sure of
his/ner eternal destination. To that end | wil close with some hymn excerpts, first from #7Tol, Lutheran Service
Book: “not tne labors of my hands can fufil Thy law's demands... al for sin could not atone, Thou must save and
Thou dlone... When mine eyelids close in deatih [and] | soar fo worlds unknown, see Thee on Thy judgment firone,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee." And from LSB #0bl: Keep me in the narrow way, grace
in fime of need supply, whie | ive and winen | de." May fhese hymn verses comfort al of us as we seek entry
by the narrow gate Jesus lhas prepared for us.

Bl Keamprer-
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Felowship Committees

OKTOBERVEST - It's fime for some fall funl Please join us for Oktoberfest on Sunday,
October b after the 100 service for some delicious food and fun felowship. t's potuck,

s0 plan 1o bring your best Okioberfest dishes! Please sign up in the nartinex so we know
how many fo expect. Looking forward 1o seeing you all therel

BLESSING BAGS - Calvary s collecting Blessing Bogs 1o benefit fhe Dream Cenfer in
Mckeesport. These bags wil be filed with non-perishable food items for holday season
meals. s simple.just fake a bag from the nartinex, fil it with items from the list in the bag,
and return it fo Calvary by November Z. Let's work fogether fo help those in need!

A huge "THANK YOUI' fo the ladies of Calvary wiho worked very hard cleaning the kitchen.
Their efforts are so much appreciated!

COMNG UP - Please keep these upcoming things in mind and add them to your calendar!
Christimas decorating is scheduled for November 23 affer tine 100 service. Come join us
os We prepare Caary for the Christmas seasonl We'l even feed youl

Soon tnere wil be angel trees in the nartinex with gift ideas for both the residents of
Concordia ond fhe chidren of the Dream Cenfer in Mckeesport: Just fake a tag, wrap your
gift, and attach the 1og to the oufside of the gift. Keep your eyes open for that in the coming
Weeks.

Calary wil be visiting Concordia in Monroevile on Saturday, December B af 2 pim. to

lead te residents with caroling. It you havent joined us before, please consider doing so this year. The residents
are aways 1o happy 1o see usl It's a great way fo bless their holiday

season!



Hello from Jenn and | and our family! August always feels like a :
flurry of activities as we begin another year of ministry on campus. |
We started August with our staff retreat. While there we get into
the Word, log time as a team and pray over the students. We then
launch into what we sometimes call blitz weeks where we are
trying to meet as many students as we can on campus. We hand
out popsicles in exchange for filled our spiritual surveys. We show
up to represent Cru at the student org/club fairs. We then invite as :
many people as we can to our first weekly meetings on campus. This year, I'm excited to report that
at Penn College’s first meeting we had over 110 students come. A few weeks after that we had 53
students at one of Bloomsburg Cru’s weekly meetings—which is more than we had at any point last
year. We've initiated countless conversations, had ice cream socials, played games after our
meetings all with the hopes to connect new students to Cru, yes, but also to our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.

This past weekend, we were able to take our servant teams from Penn College and Bloomsburg away
on our Servant Team Retreat. Our hope for the time is that it'd be a place where our students can rest
after so much activity & to enjoy time with Jesus and one another. The retreat always allows us to
center our lives on Christ and consider what we're trusting Him to do on each of the campuses within
the Susquehanna Valley. One highlight for me was leading the Penn College student leaders in a
session about how they would be personally involved with evangelism and discipleship this fall. | love
getting to see students trust the Lord in new ways and for how excited they can get as they dream
about it!

In about two weeks from when I'm writing we’'ll have our Fall Retreat. (Sept 26-28) This retreat is open
to all of our students. As of right now we have 99 students/staff registered to come. In my mind, the
Fall Retreat is really the culmination of our efforts to reach freshman and new people. | know that if
they decide to come with us, that they will hear the Gospel, experience Christian fellowship and grow
in their faith. Also, those that come hear about the other larger things that we do: the Winter
Conference, our Spring Break mission trips and our Summer Mission trips. We'd love your prayers that
even more might decide to come to our Fall Retreat and that God would really use that time
powerfully in all of our lives.

Thank you so much for your prayers, partnership and financial support. Without you, we simply could

not do what we do. So thank you!

PS—on a personal note: we'd love prayer for TJ who suffered a concussion during football. He's since
recovered but would love prayers for no more issues moving forward.
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4
Cruising | Elders - 6:30
CELC PM
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5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Ocktoberfest
HS/BS 6:30- LBS 10AM | YABible | Circle of Men's Bible
7:30PM Study MOMs Study
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Columbus
5 LBS 10AM | Newsletter | Council - Gearhard
o Deadli 6:30 PM Family
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School
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Circle of Men’s Bible
HS/BS 6:30- LBS 1T0AM MOMs Study
7:30PM 8:30AM
26 27 28 29 30 31
Reformation
Day Harvest Harvest
(observed) LBS 10AM Party 3's Party 3’s,
MS/BS 6:30- and PreK 4sr, and
Kinder
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Donation Station

CELC (Colvary Early

Shoebox P
Learning Center) oebox. Froer

Cruising with CELC pledges Lowb + Harr Brusnes

Loaves + Fighes

Aways accepting donations!

MOS Food Pank

Aways accepting donations!

Plessing Pags

Caary s partnering with the Dream Cenfer in Mckeesport 1o provide Inoliday meals for famiies in
need. s easy—pick up a bag in the narthex, fil it with the listed non-perishable items, and return it
by November 2. Togethner, let's fil hearts (and fables) with God's love this season!



