Calvary Lutneran Church September 2029

MISSION AT B8
CONCORDIA

Pastor Josh at Concordia, Serving
forthe Annual Mission Trip Week.

ML lSSOL'S DLSKe

As we begin Pasfor Jodn's new sermon series, Crade fo Crown, we are invited 1o foke a 4725 Old William Penn
deeper look at what if truly means to be a fathful Christian—from fhe very beginning of Hwy

ife o our final hour. Our caling is ot only 1o learn God's Word buf to live i dail, Murrysville, PA 15668
alowing our faith fo shape the way we walk, speak, and love ofhers.

As we journey trougn each sermon and devotion, | encourage you fo lead by example. 724-327-2898

For parents of school-aged chidren, this is taking fime each day 1o falk about their day.

Children offen carry "big feelings” and unspoken emofions that need a safe space to be =% =]
released. These conversations not only strengtinen your bond but also guide them to lean i

on God in botn their joys and struggles. In these simgle but powerful moments, we are [=]F.

helping fo plant roofs of faith fhat will sustain them throughout their lives.
For fhose whose chidren are grown, or for those wiho do not have children, this same
cal fo love and encouragement remains just as imporfant. Reaching ouf to a friend, a

neighbor, or even a felow church member fo ask, "How was your day?“ con moke a Worship Hours:
world of difference. Sometimes a listening ear, a gentie word, or even a wari hug is

exactly the reminder someone needs that they are not alone. Sunday - 8:30 am

We al need encouragement. We all need friendship. Most of al, we all need the unfaiing Sunday - 11:00 am
love of Jesus, wiho walks with us trough every stage of Ife. May we, as a famiy of Monday - 6:30 pm
fath, lean on Him daly and share Hs love with those around us—from the crade fo the

CrOWN.

Pastor Joshua
Obermann

Kindness ond peace,

Meligsaw Boveman.



nWoRdS FRom Postor.

Many people picture the perfect famiy dinner lke fhis: A family of four, mom, dad, a son, and a daughnter, gathering
around a perfectly set dinner toble. The fable teelf is long and rectangular. A white, freshly laundered and bleached
toble cloth dropes over the top with beaufiful pleats on the corners. The seftings are perfectly set with knife, fork, and
spoon gently loid on fop of a folded napkin that perfectty matches the cloth underneath it The cutiery is siver and fhe
dinnerware is fine china embossed with infrricate Inand-painted designs. Two candies flicker a soft glow in the cenfer of
e table on efther side of a roast meat. Side dishes of vegetables are arranged strateqgicaly fo be passed around in a
clockwise fashion. Father stfs of the head of the table in a pressed winte shirt and fie. He is cheerfully lisfening fo the
toles of the day shared by mother on the ofher end of the fable In fine summer dress and pearls. The boy and girl
sit quiefly enjoying their peas wiie the grownups falk.

The realty of e stuation is that this image is rarely accurate. For one, the fine china has been fightty locked away
since my parents received it in 1. While desperafely awaiting the presence of Queen so that they can finally be of
usel Neifiner has my mother ever worn a summer dress, house dress, or any dress that | can remember, and pearls to
the dinner fable. Yet this is the image fhat many people have of what a famiy dinner should look lice.

| mention this because | have read many arficles decrying the end of the famiy dinner. Fast food and ofher types of
resfouronts have displaced the famiy fable. To the point where many new homes have repurposed the classic dining room
in favor of counter top bar seafing and TV dinner frays in front of the siver screen. However, | am not sure fhat this
5 a new phenomenon. The first TV dinner sold for $8 in b4. Since then, dinner and screens have gone hand in
hand.

A chid with an Phone, Kindle, iPad, Ninfendo Swifeh, or some ofiner form of hand held enfertainment device af the dinner
table is not new. | suspect it is a fale as old as of least the radio i not even the foy doly. And yef, we decry fhe most
modern of technology as the source of the problem. The problem being fhat the famiy dinner is a dying, £ not aready
dead, famiy fradtion. | el you fhe problem is not with fechnoogy. it is with our abiity communicate, specificall, our abilty
fo communicate inter-generationaly.

When | was growing up, | was fold by many adufs fhat “ain't" ain't a word or that *fhat's sick” was not indeed a good
tning. Now | find my role reversed as | say to my kids, "I'm not sure you know what 'sigma’ means” winen they have said
fo me "What the sigma® Slang changes with generrations. I seems 1o change far more quickly these days with the
ease of the infernef, but it is just one of the many challenges fihat arises in communication. (Colloquial dolects pose the
same problem. Athough, | was immediately fold what a “inzer" was, t lhas foken me four years to figure our wina
gumband, buggy, and slippy meant) Slang, alfnough a bartier, is not tie primary problem with familial communication.

| have noficed a trend. When | was younger, (and my parenfs have shared simiar sfories from fheir childnoods) noisy
chidren were sent oufside fo play. Hence the Facebook meme, “when | was kid the streeflights told me when | had fo be
home." Being outside ddn't feel like a punishinent because it was fun. tt wasn't a punishiment per se, but it was infended
1o give parents a fime of quiet. Newer generations with children have adapted the move by giving their noisy child a
screen instead. It serves the same purpose, providing a fime of quiet. ls this a good #ing? Probably ot The reason
being is that both practices discourage infergenerational communication.

The Bble is clear that e dder generations (ie. parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles), are tasked with teaching
tne younger generations fhe ways of the God Deuteronomy b:4-1 says,

"Hear of leroel e Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with ol
your soul and with all your wight. And these words that | comimand you today shall be on your heart. You dhall feach
tnem diigently fo your chidren, and shall fak of them when you sit in your house, and wihen you wak by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise.’



God teaches us that we shoud be faking fo our chidren and grandchidren and nieces and nephews often about God and
Hs Word. This is emphasized by Saint Paul in 2 Timothy 15 when he says o Timothy 'l am reminded of your sincere
fath, a fatn fhat dwelt in your grandmotiner Lois and your wother Eunice and now, | am sure, dwels in you" Paul fakes
tis moment fo subtly emphasize the importance of intergenerational - communication, specifically, - intergenerational - foitih
conversations . These conversations are so important. A chid first learns lhow fo tak from a parent wiho speaks fo . I
learns social cues from aduts who engage with it with appropriafe social behaviors. They learn all kinds of valuable
information from on older generation fhat passes down stories and learned lessons 1o the next. The same is frue with
fofn. Saint Paul promises us that fatih comes from hearing the Word (Romans I07). t does not come passively fo the
person, but God has sent a missionary (yow) 1o share the Word with the next generation (your chidren). tt is frough fhe
sharing of the Word that God creates faith in the heart of all of Hs children. He even gives us a promise. He promises
that € we train a chid up in the fain ot winen fhey are old they wil not depart from & (Proverbs 224). This faith
leads us all to eternal Ife. Your famiy dinners don't need fo be perfect. They dont need fo be quiet. As a matter of facf,
ey should be far from quiet. The aduts at the table should set the example. Engage the children in- conversafion. Ask
tnem about tneir day. Find out their inferests and seek 1o learn about fhem. By asking you wil feach the next generation fo
ive with the same level of curiostty about ofiners. You wil teach them 1o ask the simiar questions. it won't be long unti they
are asking questions about you. To those questions, you wil get fo respond with answers of fath. Thereby you wil be
teaching your chidren and grandchidren all about Jesus. These conversations dont need a dinner fable. They can even be
had in front of or even fhrough a screen. Ml it wil fake is a lifle bi of courage on your part to ask that first question.

In Hs Love,

PugforJesh



Hannah'’s Desk
Celebrating God’s Gift of Family

"Marfin Luther idenfified e famiy as one of firee lholy ‘estates' (alongside the church and
government) that God institufed fo care for Hs people. God gives us the good gt of famiy and so
nighly esteems 1t fhat He uses t as the primary bulding block for Hs kingdom. We are all born info a
biclogical famiy, but as baptized believers we are also brought into the family of God. Therefore, al
peogle — whether young or old, single or married, widowed or barren — are placed within a famiy
and entrusted with vocations (Psaim 689-b)." - LCMS.0rg

Ar Calvary, we treosure the gt of famiy. Famly is wihere faifh is nurured, love is shared, and life's
Joys and struggles are carried fogetner. Beginning September Zist we wil launch a special ministry
focus on Famiy Ministry filed “Generafion fo Generation: Sharing God's Love from Crade 1o Crown'
For five weeks, our sermons, Bible studies, and even our social media presence wil be cenfered on
what i means 1o ive as God's famlly and how we can strengtihen one anotiher across all stages of
ife.

We invife you fo grow with us through this series:
Schedule of Topics

September 2lst - Created to be a Famiy

September 28h - Creating a Bblical Foundation at Home,
October b - Conception o Crown Ministry

October 12 - Coming Togetner to Endure Life's Hardships
October M - Evangelism in the Famiy

This is a season for every generation fo come together and celebrafe winat it means fo be part of

Gods household of faitin.

At Calvary, no one walks alone. Whether youre part of a large houselnod, living on your own, roising
kids, or adusting to new seasons of life, you are part of Gods famly here. Come join us as we grow
n fath and share Hs love—from crode fo crown.

'm so grateful for each of you and the ways God is af work in our church famiy. Please know that
| am keeping you in my proyers, and | thank God for the blessing of walking alongside you in faith.

In Hs Name,

Yoy s
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Fun Facts about our CELC Students

+« We have | / three—year—olds

enrolled.

One of our Kindergarteners was

bom in Bulgaria.

« 3 Kindergarten girls’ names start with
“E:" Emilig, Elliana, Ella.

« A preschooler’s mom was in Mrs.

Hoff’s 5th grade class at Christ
Lutheran many years ago.

Meet Our Staff:

Kindergarten: Mrs. Laura Hoff and Mrs.

Barbara Stuffer

2-Day Threes and Fours: Mrs.

Jessica Lynch and Mrs. Amy

Whigham

3-Day Threes: Mrs. Megan Snider

and Mrs. Peggy Willard

| PreK: Mrs. Megan Snider o Il
Secretary: Mrs. Melissa Boreman i);

Chapel and School Board: Pastor and ;'.'5}_

Hannah Obermann I\J %
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Students will run/wclk around a

is scheduled for Wednesday,

October | st

Thark You to:

Everyone who purchased school

supplies to help our teachers and
students start the year out well.
Everyone who volunteered at the
work day fo clean up our
playground and classrooms.
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Elder's CoRN2R

When we came o this area from lowa in 178, we struggled. | was an instructor af a community college in Sheldon,
lowa and fook a bb% pay increase, befter benefifs, relocation costs, and expenses to move here and work for
Westingnouse as an instructor for Nuclear Instrumentation. We were struggling and couldnt get aneod. We couldn't
find a house to purchase and ended with a money pt. We were the only people that went to the movie "The
Money Pt' and cried. Every week i seemed like some new catastrophne fell on our heads. We actually considered
moving back to lowa. But brignter eads prevailed, and we adopted this saying "So, you want fo g0 back to Egypt?”
When one of us got discouraged, the ofiher would ask that question and we would stop, reconsider, and keep moving
on. Just like the lsroeltes, we coudn't go back, going back would have been worse than staying here.

That fime of struggling was God changing us from doing t our way fo doing it His way. We dd not have a good
relationship with God af fhat fime and it took im a number of years fo get us set onfo Hs patways. Some fimes
the lessons are difficut:

At some point we all get that feeling that | want fo 9o back to the way i was. The biggest complaint | ear now
s "l want fo go back fo the way i was before COVID:" That is not going to happen. We cant 9o back.

Even the disciples suffered from this malady. Back in Luke b Jesus is on the dhore and Pefer has career as a
fisherman and lhas been fishing all night and has no fish o show for his efforts. He comes 1o shore, and Jesus
borrows his boat 10 use as a platform fo speak from. When Jesus is finished, e fells Pefer 1o go deep and cost
his nets. Peter does and fils his nets 1o breaking and fils two boats with fish. Peter is colled o be a fisher of
men ond leaves everytning to folow Jesus.

Fast forward 1o John 21K is tree and o haif years lafer and Jesus has been crucified, resurrected, and the
disciples are lost wihout Jesus. Peter, the defautl leader, is lost and decides he wanfs to go back o his former
career of fisherman. He gets info a boat, drags all fhe disciples with im, and they fish all night and cateh nothing.
A man on shore fells im fo cast the nets on the right side of the boat. He does and cafches b3 fish. Pefer
rediizes the wan is Jesus and they join him where Jesus gives Peter e "Do you Love Me? then feed my
sheep.” speech.

Pefer, not knowing what God wanted from him, tried 1o 9o back 1o where he was comfortable. God gave him the
exact sifuation, with the exact results, 1o show him that going back was not an option. As much as we want the
‘Good dd fimes." It is not going to happen, God has changed us, we cant go back. The point is God lhas changed
us from wiho we used to be 1o be fo now a new person and we can't go back fo be wihat we were before God
came to us. No, if is never going 1o be the same, we are changed now.

We are not e same church we were pre-COVID. God has chnanged us. He hhas sef us on new patiways and us
doing the same behaviors we have done in the past are not going fo work. We cannot go back o Egypt. God

wants us o folow Him and let Him show us Hs ways ad we wil be blessed.
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F&\lov\)ship Committees

Summer wil soon be over and then Fall wil be agproaching in all of its glory and beautyl Just recently our team
met and we have worked on our plans for the upcoming montihs. r was so nice 1o be together and tak about
what has worked in the post, but may not be something fhat wil work in fhe fulure or maybe keep it on hold for
a whie! Our purpose in al we do is sharing the hope and the love of our Lord Jesus Christ and embrocing
Evangelism as a priviege and our responsibity! tr would be an honor to have more join our team! We do hope and
pray fhat you might be siting witih us next fime we meet and help us serve the Lord with gladness!

In June, our feam jovfuly packed 24 snack bogs for the Sonchine Dream Campers fo enjoy on their camping trip!
What a blessing to serve these kids—and we look forward fo doing it again next year!

Also in June, since the Car Cruise did not fake place, we held a door offering for Meals on Wheels. Together,
tne Calvary Famiy gave an incredble $6001 Thank you for your generosty—this gift wil go directty foward providing
meals for those in need.

I Jduly and August, we collected school supplies for the Dream Cenfer. An unbelievable amount of supplies was
donated. CALVARY YOU TRULY ARE AMAZING!

Last Sofurday we helped to clean the foys for CELC. We had hoped 1o clean the kitchen, but fhat was put on
hold unfil another time! Watch for a new date for kifthen cleaning.

On Sunday, October bth, we'l be celebrating OCTOBERFEST!

Bring your favorife German dish to dhare af our Pofluck Lunch, immediately folowing the 100 AM service. Drinks
wil be provided.

This will be a wonderful fime fo relax, enjoy delicious food, and celebrate felowship with our Calvary famiy. Watch
for a sign up sheet, so we know lhow many to plan for!

LOAVES and FISHES: Let's keep fiing up that shopping cart to bless those in need!

SHOWING YOUR LOVE, SPREADNG GOD'S WORD, THAT'S WHAT [T 1S ALL ABOUTH



September 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
Labor D 1st day of
abor Day 1st day of . y Elder ’s
Of fice 3'sand 3's and 6:30PM
Closed PreK 4's )
7 8 9 10 1 12 13
. Young . A
HS - Bible . Campfire | Men’s Bible
Adult Bible .

Study studv 5:30 Friday! Study 8:30-
6:30-7:30 ¥ 9 6:30PM 9:30AM
@ Pastor’s

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Ladies Council
Newsletter Bible 6:30PM
Deadline Study )
10AM
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
HS - Bible La.dles Circle of Men’s Bible
Study Bible Moms Studv 8:30-
6:30-7:30 Study 6:30PM- 9.338 Y
10AM 8PM )
28 29 30
MS- Bible Ladies
Study Bible
6:30-8 Study
10AM




Donation Station

CELC (CaNory Early

. Shoebox Project
Learning Center) PepoR T

A | Nail Clippers + Nail files (emery boards)
Water Soluble finger paints

Loaves «+ Fishes

Always accepting donation!

MOS Food Pank

Always accepting donations!



