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Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

  Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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Growing up, my life centered around the 

church. Each morning I would get up 

with my parents and get ready for school 

and then, Mom, would take my brother 

and I over to the church, where she 

worked as a preschool teacher. My 

brother and I would play with toys in her 

room until our ride, Mrs. Brock, showed 

up to take us to our Lutheran School. At 

school, the day started with prayer and 

religion class before the reading, writing, 

and arithmetic. Almost of all of the 

sports we played took place at the Lu-

theran School or the church. On Wednes-

day nights, our youth group gathered for 

devotions and then shot pool in our 

youth room and basketball in the church 

gymnasium. And that was Monday 

through Saturday. On Sunday, our day 

started in the fifth pew from the front on 

the left-hand side. Right behind the 

Green’s but in front of the Weinhold’s. 

And they became our friends. Being at 

church was like being at home.  

 

My upbringing around the church was a 

big influence in my life and who I am 

today. Now, I will be realistic for a mo-

ment and admit that most of didn’t and 

don’t spend as much time around the 

church as I did and do now. But I would 

wager that you did a good relationship 

with your church as well as a great rela-

tionship with God. And that is what I 

want to create for our youth.  

 

Our properties team has been hard at 

work clearing out our Community Cen-

ter and it looks great. It is a great size for 

hosting our movie nights, Bible studies, 

and youth activities. The main hall serves 

a great space for all kinds of Gatherings. 

It is perfect.  

 

We have some funds available to help 

furnish it now. Hannah will be assem-

bling a team to help her decorate the 

Community Center for our youth and 

other activities. She will doing this with a 

goal in mind; to create a space for our 

youth to worship and serve God and fel-

lowship with one another. 

This space will serve as meeting space for 

Bible studies and fellowship time. We 

have hopes of creating a Sunday school 

hour for our middle school and high 

school students. 

  

What can you do to help? Pray and talk 

to Hannah about how you can help de-

sign the space. Pray for the building that 

God would lead us to use it in connecting 

our youth to His love. Pray that the 

youth will find it a comfortable space for 

their gatherings. Pray that it would be a 

place of fun and fellowship. Pray that it 

would be centered on His love.  

 

God has blessed with a fantastic space 

that is being used by many on our com-

munity for their needs. I am excited to 

see God use it to bless our youth as well. 

I hope that someday, one of your sons or 

daughters will write a letter about how 

their church was like a second home to 

them that they remember fondly.  

 

We all want our kids connected to Jesus 

forever. This is the next step.  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Josh 
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It’s hard to believe that it is already 

Lent once again. Though this time 

of year can be easily bogged down 

by extra things to do, we also get to 

stop and reflect upon the events 

leading up to Christ’s death and 

resurrection. This period of solemn 

reflection can feel, at times, depress-

ing or law-oriented. But the Good 

News prevails–Easter is coming and 

Christ was raised from the dead! 

 

Our annual egg hunt will be on 

Saturday, April 1st from 10-12 and 

we need your help! Throughout 

March, we will be collecting candy 

for our Easter eggs. There is a bas-

ket in the narthex where you can 

drop off your donations. On Sun-

day, March 26th, following the late 

service, we will need help stuffing 

the eggs and creating take-home 

bags for the children. If you would 

like to volunteer to help out at the 

event on April 1st, please reach out! 

I have many jobs and we would 

love to have you serve the children 

in our community in this way.  

 

Family movie night will be on 

March 17th, starting at 5:30! We 

will be watching Coco. We will 

have St. Patrick’s themed activities 

and refreshments as well. Please 

feel free to reach out to anyone 

who might be interested in attend-

ing! All are welcome.  

 

I hope and pray that the time lead-

ing up to Easter is a blessing for 

you and your family.  



Greetings from the Emerald Isle - Building Our 

Faith Through Daily Experiences 

 

We all have good and bad days. Each day is an op-

portunity to gain experience and grow our faith in 

God. I was recently blessed to spend a long weekend 

in Ireland, and after reflection, gave the experience a 

‘faith score’ on how well it helped to build my faith.   

So first, what is faith? Hebrews 11:1 says it “…is the 

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen.” When we find ourselves in a pit, 

it’s hard to see a way out. That’s why we need faith. 

Faith intercedes where sight fails. 

Romans 8:28 adds the following guidance, especially 

in tricky situations that challenge our faith, “And 

we know that in all things God works for the good 

of those who love him, who have been called accord-

ing to his purpose.” When we cannot see the good in 

a situation, it may be just a detour, not the destina-

tion. 

 

God promises to work all things for our good. I 

know, sometimes this is ‘easier said than done’! 

When tricky situations occur and we (or see others) 

suffer, it may take time for God to reveal his pur-

pose to us, or we may never know God’s true pur-

pose. So, we continue to build faith through study-

ing the Bible, worshiping with fellow believers, 

praying, and practicing. 

Here are my faith scores from the trip, I hope you 

find these as interesting as I did. Use each day as an 

opportunity to build your faith in God, knowing 

that this is the confidence we have in approaching 

God: that if we ask anything according to his will, 

he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—

whatever we ask—we know that we have what we 

asked of him.  

 

Visiting the Cliffs of Moor and Giants Causeway  

The earth’s majestic beauty is awe inspiring and 

could only be formed at the hands of our Creator. 

These 2 UNESCO World sites are on the Irish coast. 

One is miles of lush green 700 ft cliffs along the 

coast, the other formed 60 million years ago from a 

volcanic eruption, hardening into large basalt rock 

cylinder shapes. I gave this a plus. These are too 

beautiful to have happened by chance. 

 

Belfast and Northern Ireland  

Many remember the violence in this area with names 
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like the IRA and Sinn Fein and daily bombings, may-

hem and the like. I passed by a hotel that was bombed 

33 times! Northern Ireland is now part of the UK and 

predominately Protestant. It is relatively peaceful now, 

although there are still pockets of conflict and walled 

communities.  I never understood how Catholics and 

Protestants could be so hurtful.  I learned that there is 

much more to the story beyond religion, with the his-

tory of British Rule, Nationalists and Unionists. I gave 

this a plus, given the progress in a good direction and 

praying for continued peace. 

 

Churches In Dublin  

I visited 2 churches in Dublin, St Patrick’s Cathedral 

and Christ Church, and was surprised that both are 

Protestant in the predominately Roman Catholic Ire-

land.  I worshiped on Sunday at St Patrick’s (Anglican), 

a church dating over 1000 years.  While touring, it was 

wonderful to see the mutual respect with its Protes-

tant/Catholic messaging focusing on common elements 

(like a belief in Christ and Triune God) v. differences.  

I gave this a plus. It was nice to see Christians focusing 

on what is common v. what is different. 

 

Witnessing on the Streets of Dublin 

Odd moment here.  I was walking around Dublin and 

approach by a man in his 40s wanting to ask me a ques-

tion. My guard went up of course.  Turns out, he was 

witnessing for Christ and wanted everyone to be saved 

because the world was becoming dark. I admired his 

courage to approach me, and I shared a view that we 

have the same goal although I like to look at the world 

more as a good place, with some terrible things in it.  I 

gave this a plus. What a nice reminder of our call to 

witness to others. 

Meeting 2 People Relocated to Ireland from Ukraine 

 

During lunch, I found myself next to two Ukrainians. 

In broken English, we discussed life before the war, 

now and what the future holds.  Both said life before 

the war was hard with few employment opportunities. 

They were very thankful to be safe and humbled by the 

national outreach.  I offered to buy them lunch; they 

politely declined with great humbleness and after per-

sistence, acquiesced. I was touched by their humbleness.  

I gave this a plus. I don’t fully understand the conflict’s 

purpose, but I can pray for a quick end, comfort and 

guidance.  Also, I was reminded of the value of grace in 

the face of adversity  

Elders Corner by John Fasnacht 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

As I am sitting here writing this article, the sun is 

shining, and it is 70 degrees. Not bad for mid-

February in Murrysville! A phrase that I heard sev-

eral times in the past week really made an impact 

on me. ”We are blessed to be a blessing.” God chose 

us to bless others and in return we will be abun-

dantly blessed by him. Reaching out and serving 

others is what we are called to do. Be a blessing in 

big ways as well as small. Think of others first and 

join in the Evangelism team! 

 

Boxes of Cheer DUE BY MARCH 5: names, ad-

dresses and phone numbers of family members who 

are in college or active in the military. We will be 

sending out Boxes of Cheer on March 13th. We 

need donations of and fresh baked cookies to put in 

boxes. Packing Day is Sunday, March 12 at noon at 

the Community Center! Fresh backed cookies (6 to 

a bundle in plastic wrap), sport bars, individual 

snacks donations are needed to fill boxes. Your gen-

erosity is greatly appreciated. 

Richie Hrivnak’s Food Drive March 11 Noon – 

2:30 pizza party!  Same as last year. Food donations 

will go to local Loaves and Fishes. Cash donations 

will help fund food bank near Richie’s college. 

Pizza for everyone! Join the fun and fellowship. 

Lent is an important time in our church life. How 

can you help? Invite a friend, join us for midweek 

meal and service, join a bible study and pray for our 

church. We would like to see more of you! 

Easter Egg Hunt Candy Donations Our Easter 

Egg Hunt will be on Saturday, April 1 at 1:00 (No 

fooling!) The Easter Bunny has already agreed to 

make a special appearance. We now need candy do-

nations, egg stuffers, and crowd control. Please let 

Lori or Hannah know if you can help. 

Palm Sunday Breakfast- Breakfast will be served at 

9:00 AM before 10:00 service. Signups with number 

attending would be greatly appreciated so we know 

how many to plan for. Helpers should show up by 

8:30. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY has shawls available 

for you to give to anyone who may be going through a 

difficult time and needs a special touch to remind them 

that God is always with them.  A thank you note re-

ceived:  Prayer Shawl Ministry,  Thank you so much 

for the beautiful shawl.  I can't express enough how 

much comfort it brought during my 9-week hospital 

rehab stay.  It was so soft and kept my arms warm 

when I was so sick.  Your prayers and thoughtfulness 

will always be treasured.   Benita  

2022 CROP HUNGER WALK SUCCESS STORY 

– THANKS TO ALL!  

Church World Service (CWS), organizer of the annual 

CROP Hunger Walks around the country, has com-

pleted the national tabulation of funds and matching 

grants received from local walks like the one we held 

last October 9. We recently received checks from CWS 

totaling $2,848.91 that represent the portion from our 

walk that has been returned for use in the Murrysville 

area.  

 

Walkers of all ages from 6 local congregations raised a 

total of $11,396 last October to fight hunger around 

the world. This is the third highest amount ever raised 

in the 43 year history of the Murrysville Walk. Each 

year, 25% of the total raised in each Walk comes back 

to the local area to help those in need.  These local 

funds have already been distributed equally between 

the Murrysville Loaves and Fishes Emergency Food 

Pantry and the Westmoreland Food Bank distribution 

centers located at Mother of Sorrows and Cornerstone 

Ministries.  

 

Our team of 6 walkers raised a total of $1,292! In addi-

tion, as we’ve done in previous years before the Covid 

health concerns, we were the location for the Walk 

registration and start. After walkers completed their 

walk, they came down to Fellowship Hall to enjoy 

after-walk refreshments, including our ever- popular 

“Walking Tacos”!  

 

Local walk coordinator Roger Schneider wishes to 

thank all those who walked and everyone who con-

tributed so generously. 



CALVARY COMMUNICATOR PAGE 6 

Stewardship thoughts from Chairman 

Bob Kemper: 

 

During the month of March the season 

of Lent is in full force, and we contem-

plate the sacrifice that our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ made on our behalf. In 

response to the sacrificial love by which 

Jesus redeemed us all, Calvary as a con-

gregation adopted a mission statement of 

“Connecting People to the Love of Je-

sus” many years ago. 

 

In order to make the most of the mis-

sion and ministry opportunities before 

us, Calvary must be solid financially. A 

Christian worldview holds that God 

owns everything, that Christians are to 

manage money wisely, and contribute to 

the work of the church. In fact, Scrip-

ture often speaks to the topic of giving, 

usually in the context of tithing: contrib-

uting 10% of one's income to the work 

of the church. Malachi 3:10 contains the 

only instance in the Bible of God giving 

permission for humans to test Him. 

That challenge is as follows: “Bring the 

full tithe into the storehouse, that there 

may be food in My house. And thereby 

put Me to the test, says the Lord of 

Hosts, if I will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour down a bless-

ing until there is no more need.” [ESV] 

 

 

 

 

At our November 2022 meeting Calvary's 

voters approved a budget for 2023 that is a 

challenge to all of us. Indeed, one way to 

demonstrate that our love of God is genu-

ine is through our weekly offerings. Please 

ask the Lord in prayer to provide the faith 

and trust in Him to enable us to meet to 

the challenge of funding Calvary in 2023. 

Through our contributions we as a congre-

gation work together to support the fulfill-

ing of our mission to connect people to the 

love of Jesus. 
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Prayer Requests 

Health Concerns 

 

Lorri Nixon - leukemia 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

Jim Marshall – leukemia, friend of Iris 

 Steve Wutzke 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

        Wanda Kuehn 

Jules Yancy – cancer friend of Wanda 

          & Terry Kuehn 

Lisa S. - cancer, friend of Wanda  

          Kuehn 

Jane - lung cancer, sister-in-law of 

        Patti Orlic 

Bob - prostrate cancer, brother of 

         Patti Orlic 

George - prostrate cancer, brother of  

         Patti Orlic 

V-Anne - endometrium cancer, friend 

         Patti Orlic 

Alison Wojcik - cancer, friend of  

           Sharon Hosaflook 

Kevin – stage 4 cancer – neighbor of  

          Sharon Hosaflook 

Lisa Hoverman – breast cancer 

Dr. Whiteman - pancreatic cancer 

         friend of Pat Jackson 

Marian - breast cancer, friend of  

        Annette Page 

Christine Rehkopf – breast cancer,  

        cousin of Paul Rehkopf 

Nick – lung cancer, friend of  

         Bill Callaway 

Alicia Carpenter - hodgekins lym 

         phona, Steve & Iris Wutzke 

          great nephew Sean’s wife 

Clayton Groff – Alzheimer, father of  

         Sharon Hosaflook 

Pastor Knoche - leukemia, father of  

       Jessica Adams 

Judy Anderson - fell & broke her hip, 

    friend of Paula Schade 

Becky - upcoming surgery, friend of  

    Rose Shirer 

Jeff Forschner - strength & healing  

   from surgery 

Mike Vonsik - strength & healing 

     from surgery, father of Jason  

    Vonsik 

Dave Hoff - in need of liver trans -  

    plant, husband of  Laura Hoff 

 

 

Strength & Healing 

 

Don Shirer – father of Mark Shirer 

Ken – brother of Lori Gulaskey 

Cliff Denholm 

Ruth Reimer  

Carol Klingensmith  

Chester Klingensmith 

Lillian Lisenbigler 

Bill Limegrover –father of Lorri Nixon 

John Sondora – friend of Karen &  

         Jim Wertz 

Kris Demko – sister of Richard  

         Hrivnak 

Korey Madia - daughter of Gary &  

           Barb Hoverman 

Eric Miller 

 

Jean Orth 

Stan Zarisky 

Frank DiEugenio 

Norma Hite 

Delbert Atcitty & family 

Denise Roberts 

 

The Unemployed, Caregivers, Military 

Personnel & First Responders, Mission 

Partners - Shiprock, NM – Navajo Reser-

vation, Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus 

Crusades, Sonshine Kitchen, Loaves & 

Fishes, Veteran’s Place, Blackburn Cen-

ter, Concordia Lutheran Ministries 

 

Our Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Gloria Batcher, Ruth Reimer 

 

 

(If an individual has been on the list for 

more than a month they will be removed.) 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. It is time to update list. 

Thank you 
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MARCH 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
  1 

Meager Meal 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

6:45 pm 

 

2 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

5 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

 

 

6 

6:30 Worship 

 

7 

10:00 LBS  

 

8 

Meager Meal 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

6:45 pm 

9 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

8:00 MBS 

Noon - 2:30 pm 

Rich Hrivnak  

Food Drive 

Pizza  Party 

 

12 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

Daylight Savings  

 

 

13 

6:30 Communion 

 

 

14 

10:00 LBS  

 

15 

Meager Meal 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

6:45 pm 

 

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 

6:30 Council 

 

 

17 

5:30 Movie Night 

(Community Center) 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

8:30  Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

20 

6:30 Worship 

 

 

 

21 

10:00 LBS  

 

22 

Meager Meal 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

6:45 pm 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

8:00 MBS 

 

26 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

27 

6:30 Communion 

 

28 

10:00 LBS  

 

29 

Meager Meal 

6:00 pm 

Worship 

6:45 pm 

 

30 

 

 
 

31  

 

 

PAGE 8 

March 12th  



CALVARY COMMUNICATOR PAGE 9 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

  7 Karen Wertz 

  9 Marty Alsing 

 Paul Rehkopf 

10 Audrey McVeigh 

11 Lorri Nixon 

14 Tim Rehkopf  

20  David Cicak 

31 Joe Gulaskey, IV 

11 Amber & George Emanuele 

28 Shirley & Bill Zacher 

29 Jacki & Shawn Walker 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

  Try our new online sign up for 

 upcoming events 

 

Easy to do. Go to our church web page 

on News & Events you will see upcom-

ing events. Click on an event sign up 

that interest you. Always good to know 

how many are participating. 

Sunday, March 12
th
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For the past several years here in the 

Susquehanna Valley, Joel and I have 

been able to witness one of the most 

encouraging, student-led ventures 

throughout the year: the month on 

mission. 

  

During the month of February into 

March, our staff team casts vision for 

what God could do if we all say “I’m 

here, send me!”  Joel will usually kick 

things off with a talk about the whys 

and hows of initiating spiritual con-

versations and invitations to Cru or a 

relationship with Jesus with peers on 

their campus.  How awesome would it 

be if we all stepped out in faith and 

“made disciples of all nations” begin-

ning here in their own schools?! Can 

God reach every student on every cam-

pus?  IS he really that big?  Answer: 

yes, he is. 

  

It was a strange three years since 2020 

regarding the month on mission 

around here (and really all over the 

country) as we all experienced the col-

lective restrictions due to the covid 

virus.  Campuses discouraged meeting 

in groups and some even went to the 

extreme of requiring students to stay 

in their dorm rooms the entire year 

with exception of getting meals or out-

door exercise.  The event of the 

“month on mission” didn't’ go as we 

planned, but of course God had other 

plans.  In 2021, which was probably 

our toughest year, more students in 

our scope came into a relationship 

with Jesus than previous years!  Is he 

faithful? Yes he is!   

This year, we didn’t anticipate that 

many students to show up to our kick-

off which took place at a centrally-

located church in our area.  Well, over 

40 students showed up! Once Joel 

wrapped up his talk, each campus ral-

lied together to make plans of how to 

reach their peers on campus to bring 

the gospel to light and make Jesus’s 

name known. We can’t wait to see 

what they do! 

  

Joel and I continue to be impressed by, 

and driven towards, these students as 

they engage in God’s will for them on 

their campuses in these challenging 

but rewarding times.  Thank you for 

your continued support prayerfully, 

financially and lovingly as we push 

forward and trust God with the move-

ments that fully belong to him! 

A map of our ministry scope and the three current Cru movements.  We can’t 

wait to see how God will show up at each one this month! 
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KIDS PAGE 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


