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UPCOMING EVENTS  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

 

Crop Walk - October 9 

Gearhard Farm - October 15 

Art Show - October 22 & 23 

 

SEPTEMBER 2022 

Calvary Communicator 

VOLUME 2, ISSUE 9 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

  Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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There is a song that I was taught in Lu-

theran elementary school. It goes like this, “I 

am the church. You are the church. We are 

the church together. All who follow Jesus, 

all around the world, Yes we’re the church 

together.” This was one of our chapel songs 

when I was growing up, and it reminds me 

that the church is more than a building or a 

worship service, and that the church is the 

community of believers. 

 

In the Apostle’s Creed, we confess “I believe 

… in the communion of saints.” Martin Lu-

ther in the Large Catechism acknowledges 

that it is not a communion or talking about 

communion but rather a community. In fact 

he understands it to be a Holy Community. 

That is what we are. We are brothers and 

sisters in Christ. God has made us His chil-

dren through baptism and He has made us 

siblings with one another. Together we 

share in supporting each other through joys 

and through burdens. We share the responsi-

bility of making sure our church building is 

cared for and pastor and ministers sup-

ported. We cry with each other. We laugh 

with each other. We live as one with Christ 

in one another. 

 

The Bible’s favorite way of describing the 

church is found in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. It 

says the church is one body with many mem-

bers and parts. Think of a body. If your 

heart fails, the whole body fails. If you lose 

an arm, you are weaker. Even if you lose 

something as simple as you little toe can 

throw you off balance. As a body needs all of 

its parts, the church needs all of its people. 

I write this because the elders and I have a 

growing concern. Covid-19 and other ill-

nesses have truly compromised the body of 

Christ. Some of you have stayed away from 

physical worship services for healthy and 

safety concerns. Others, come to worship, 

but then limit your participation with other 

events. Although we understand your con-

cerns, the elders and I are concerned that the 

community of believers have suffered for it. 

Maybe you even feel that you are suffering 

for it. 

 

Our question is how can we keep you con-

nected to the community in worship but 

also help you to be active with the commu-

nity outside of worship? One thing I would 

like to do is have people who watch online 

email us and let us know you are watching 

so that we can stay in communication. We 

would love for all of you to be a strong com-

munity together. Please let us know what 

kind of events you would like to participate 

in. Tell us how we can support you in the 

Body of Christ. 

 

The church is the strongest community on 

earth because it is a Holy Community. It is 

made holy by the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ its Lord. You are a part of this 

Holy Community. Our community is 

stronger with you here. 

 

In Christ Jesus, who makes us a Community 

of His Saints, 

 

Pastor Josh 
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Greetings in Christ 

 

What a wonderful summer we’ve 

had at Calvary Lutheran Church! 

I am so grateful for all the fel-

lowship and service that hap-

pened at VBS, summer bonfires, 

our summer series on the Fruit 

of the Spirit at Sunday morning 

Bible Study and our week of ser-

vice at Concordia Monroeville. 

God is doing amazing things 

through all of your hands and 

hearts and we thank Him daily 

for all of you. 

 

School has started and we are 

praying for all of the students, 

teachers and administrators as 

they keick of the year. Let their 

light continue to shine for Jesus 

in times of trouble so that others 

may know HIM. 

 

If you have a child, grandchild, 

niece, nephew or friend that 

would like to join our confirma-

tion class this year, Mark your 

calendars now! We will be meet-

ing on the following dates: No-

vember 20
th

, January 8
th

 and  

May 7
th

. We are also planning a 

confirmation retreat for Sum-

mer 2023 from July 7
th

-July 9
th

.  

If you were not able to make 

our information meeting on 

confirmation requirements, 

please reach out to me via e-mail 

and I can get you the informa-

tion you need. 

 

We will have our last bonfire 

for the summer on September 

23
rd

! Come and join us for hot 

dogs and s’mores. Bring a side 

to share! 

 

We will also be having a family 

movie night on September 30
th 

at 5:30.  All are welcome to join 

us in the Community Center 

for a devotion and screening of 

The Prince of Egypt. We hope 

to see you there! 

 

God’s blessing to you all as we 

kick off a new season of mission 

and ministry! 

 

In Christ, 

Hannah Obermann 



Contemplating the Past and Future 

 

Do you ever find yourself wondering -  what could 

my life have been like if I had made different 

choices or perhaps, why did things happen the way 

they did?  Alternatively, you may be looking ahead 

and asking what does God have planned for the 

remainder on my life? 

 

We all contemplate these things, one way or an-

other.  Sometimes, the thoughts are triggered by 

events. In my case, it was seeing three people in my 

life recently called to their heavenly home.   

 

Earlier this year, my mother-in-law passed away at 

98. Her wake was a celebration of life as a devoted 

servant to Christ and the constant love she gave to 

others.  I learned much just watching her quiet and 

patient way. I could visual her at the ‘Pearly Gates’ 

hearing “well done  my good and faithful servant”.  

 

Next was our neighbor down the street who passed 

at 82 years old.  He was always a very nice man, 

humble and unassuming and polite in every way.  

Shortly after I moved here in the mid-80s, he re-

tired from the same company where we both 

worked. With his recent and gradual decline, con-

versation became challenging, although I could still 

see glimpses of his past self.  No funeral was held, 

so I never had a chance to say goodbye.  

 

Last week, my 92-year-old uncle passed. I hadn’t 

seen him in 20 years, although I had very fond 

memories of my time with him. He was always a 

gentleman with encouraging words. Why did I wait 

20 years only to see him lying at rest? 

 

I miss them all and thank God for placing them in 

my life. I know He did this for a reason although 

sometimes that reason is unclear. I suppose it’s one 

of those ‘heaven questions’ that Pastor Josh spoke 

about in his sermon a few weeks ago. 

 

So where do we go from here?  Our life on earth is 

short. None of us can predict the future and we are 

often tempted to say we are in control of what 

comes.  James reminds us that, “You are a mist that 

appears for a little while and then vanishes” (4:14).  
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We look to God in faith and believe in His 

promise of eternal life. We give him thanks for 

all He has done and ask Him to bless our future 

in a way that “…is the Lord’s will” (4:15). Jesus 

taught us to pray, “…your will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). 

 

So, as you contemplate the past or future, “Do 

not be anxious about anything, but in every 

situation, by prayer and petition, with thanks-

giving, present your requests to 

God” (Philippians 4:6).  Always trust in the 

Lord and His perfect love for us; seek His guid-

ance. 

 

And of course…enjoy and be thankful for the 

family and friends He has placed in your life. 

They are truly one of His great blessings to us. 

Elders Corner by John Fasnacht 
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Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

“Connecting People to the Love of Jesus” 

 

CHRISTIAN ART SHOW  

 

Our 46th Annual Christian Art Show will be held 

Saturday & Sunday, October 22 & 23.  Christian 

artists of all ages and skills are invited to enter 

their original artwork in this show.  Pre-

registration deadline is Friday, October 7.  Entry 

forms will available on the narthex bulletin 

board.  Take one for yourself or any artist rela-

tives and friends. 

 

Lots of help will be needed the week before the 

show for set-up, check-in & hanging art before the 

show, greeting visitors during the show and take-

down & clean-up after the show.  A sign-up sheet 

will be available on the bulletin board. 

 

Questions?  See Sue Kemper or call 724-327-4230 

or e-mail suznbobk@aol.com  Thanks for all your 

hekp and support for this event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CROP Hunger Walk 

 Sunday, October 8, 2022 Starting at Calvary 

Lutheran Church at 1:00 PM 

 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-based 

walk fundraising events held in cities and 

towns across the United States, created to sup-

port the global mission of Church World Ser-

vice, a faith-based organization transforming 

communities around the globe through just 

and sustainable responses to hunger, poverty, 

displacement and disaster. After a CROP Hun-

ger Walk ends, 25% of the funds raised is re-

turned to the host community to support local 

hunger fighting efforts. 

 

Background 

 

The Crop Project began in 1947 when farmers 

were asked to donate food and seed crops to 

our hungry neighbors in post-World War II 

Europe and Asia. The first CROP Hunger 

Walks took place in Bismarck, North Dakota 

(1969), and York, Pennsylvania (1970). Since 

then, CROP Hunger Walk events have been 

held in hundreds of communities, large and 

small, raising millions of dollars to eradicate 

hunger and poverty. 

 

Get Involved 

 

Hunger is one of the greatest injustices facing 

our world, but it doesn’t have to be this way. 

Ending hunger is possible in our lifetime. You 

can help make it happen. Register for your 

local CROP Hunger Walk, raise funds, and 

take us one step closer to ending hunger once 

and for all. Join the movement! 

We Need Your Help 

We will be preparing “Walking Tacos” to serve 

all walkers from area churches who will come 

together for this cause. Help is needed! See Lori 

for details 

OR 

Join “Calvary Walkers” at  

https://www.facebook.com/

MurrysvilleCROPHungerWalk 

 

Or you can search for the “Murrysville CROP 

Hunger Walk” from within Facebook. 

 

 

https://cwsglobal.org/
https://cwsglobal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/MurrysvilleCROPHungerWalk
https://www.facebook.com/MurrysvilleCROPHungerWalk
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Prayer Requests 

Health Concerns 

 

Lorri Nixon - leukemia 

Melissa Snelling - MS 

Jim Marshall – leukemia, friend of Iris  Steve 

 Wutzke 

Nick Siniaswski - leukemia, friend of MJ & 

             Andy Schifino 

Cliff Denholm - immunotherapy treatments 

Dave Alsing - immunotherapy treatments 

Jules Yancy – cancer friend of Wanda & Terry 

 Kuehn 

Amy Hale - cancer, cousin of Rose Shirer 

Cathy Jones – metastatic cancer 

Kevin – stage 4 cancer – neighbor of Sharon 

 Hosaflook 

Lisa Hoverman – breast cancer 

Christine Rehkopf – breast cancer, cousin 

 of Paul Rehkopf 

Brad – kidney cancer, cousin of Lori Gulaskey 

Nick – lung cancer, friend of Bill Callaway 

Nicki Rethage – esophageal cancer 

John Zotter – pancreatic cancer, friend of Tom 

 Harbaugh 

Maddy Kevan – brain tumor no growing, 

 niece of Peggy Waybright 

Matt Panaia – severe spinal injury, friend of 

 Karen Wertz 

Elizabeth Wiley - brain injury, stepsister’s  

             granddaughter of Sharon Hosafook 

Randy McClelland – brain bleed, nephew of 

 Karen Wertz 

Clayton Groff – Alzheimer, father of Sharon 

 Hosaflook 

Chester Klingensmith – in remission 

Marion Harkema - heart surgery, mother of 

 Becky Abromitis 

George Martin - prayers for positive test 

            results, father of Stacy Schifino 

 

 

 

 

Strength & Healing 

 

Ian – son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

Martin – brother of Tom Kibel 

Don Shirer – father of Mark Shirer 

Tom - cousin of Ruth Greer 

Ken – brother of Lori Gulaskey 

Ruth Reimer  

Carol Klingensmith  

Lillian Lisenbigler 

Annettee Miller – cousin of Tracy Fasnacht 

Bill Limegrover –father of Lorri Nixon 

John Sondora – friend of Karen & Jim Wertz 

J. Kris Demko – sister of Richard Hrivnak 

Gretchen – friend of Sharon Hosaflook 

Harry Fetsick – father of Heather Kuehn 

Stan Zarisky 

Frank DiEugenio 

Norma Hite 

Jane Reno - sister of Barbara Hoverman 

 

The Unemployed, Caregivers, Military Person-

nel & First Responders, Mission Partners - Shi-

prock, NM – Navajo Reservation, Joel & Jen 

Shibata - Campus Crusades, Sonshine Kitchen, 

Loaves & Fishes, Veteran’s Place, Blackburn 

Center, Concordia Lutheran Ministries 

 

Our Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty Skaritka,   

        Gloria Batcher, Ruth Reimer 

 

Please let office know of prayer updates and addi-

tions. It is time to update list. Thank you 

 

(If an individual has been on the list for more 

than a month they will be removed, unless specifi-

cally requested)  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

 

 

4 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

11:00 Worship 

5 

Labor Day  

School & Office 

Closed 

6:30 Worship 

 

6 

10:00 LBS  

 

7 

 

8 

2:00-4:00  

Hoagie Pick up  

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

8:00 MBS 

 

11 

8:30  Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

 

12 

6:30 Communion 

 

13 

10:00 LBS  

 

14 

 

15 

6:30 Council 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Worship 

19 

6:30 Worship 

 

20 

10:00 LBS  

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

6:30 Bonfire 

24 

8:00 MBS 

25 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study/

Sunday School 

11:00 Communion 

26 

6:30  

Communion 

 

 

27 

10:00 LBS  

 

28 29 

 

 
 

30 

5:30 Movie 

Night 

Community 

Center 
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  5 Libby Gulaskey 

  7 Pastor Weeks 

  9 Sean Ickes 

 10 Norma Hite 

11 Shirley Zachar 

 David Adamson 

13 Brittany McAteer 

16 Amber Stanko 

 Poppy Obermann 

17  Lori Gulaskey 

 Tony Laurito 

19 Josie Pedrotti 

20  Hayden Emanuele 

21  Linda Fleischmann 

22  Albert Cava 

 Paula Schade 

23  Amanda Henry 

 Lisa Pedrotti 

29 Michelle Fischer 

 

 

5 Dotty & Frank DiEugenio 

12 Flo & Richard Nelms 

18 Sandy & Cliff Denholm 

25 Barb & Chuck Stuffer 

26 Lisa & Ken Wunschel 

 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  
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Noah, Lydia and myself at Penn College on the first day 

of class. 

This summer Cru held it’s national 

staff conference for the first time in 

3 years.  Around 5000 Cru staff 

and their families made their way 

to Milwaukee, WI for a week of 

Vision, Biblical content and Up-

dates from our National Leader-

ship.  I (Joel) always look forward 

to our national conferences as we 

sit under great teaching but also 

for the opportunity to connect 

with staff from across the country.  

The longer we’ve been on staff, the 

more friends we have that are serv-

ing all over the country and all 

over the globe. 

  

Whenever August rolls around, I 

know it’s time to shift our time 

and attention to the upcoming 

school year. (if we haven’t already!)  

We started the ministry year with a 

staff retreat in the Poconos.  It was 

great to have time together: a time 

to remember what God has called 

us to and set goals for the year to-

gether. 

  

From there, we dove into the min-

istry year as Penn College began 

class on August 15th.  So far, I’ve 

been very encouraged at the possibil-

ity of going back to ministry that’s 

fully in-person.  It’s certainly been a 

long season of navigating restrictions 

and factors that have made ministry 

harder.  Last week, I was able to speak 

at our first weekly meeting at Penn 

College where we saw around 40 stu-

dents and 10 to 15 new students join 

us for the first time.  This week 

Bloomsburg University began classes 

and next week Misericordia and Ly-

coming College begin.  Please pray for 

us as we start up—for strength and 

energy as we move from campus to 

campus, from one student activity fair 

to the next and meet lots of new peo-

ple along the way.  Please also pray for 

us as we look to relaunch the ministry 

at Lycoming College. 

  

Thank you so much for your contin-

ued prayers and support of our minis-

try with Cru.  A new year is underway 

and we wouldn’t be here without part-

ners like you.  Thank you and God 

Bless! 
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KIDS PAGE 
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