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There is a song that I was taught in Lu-

theran elementary school. It goes like this, “I 

am the church. You are the church. We are 

the church together. All who follow Jesus, 

all around the world, Yes we’re the church 

together.” This was one of our chapel songs 

when I was growing up, and it reminds me 

that the church is more than a building or a 

worship service, and that the church is the 

community of believers. 

 

In the Apostle’s Creed, we confess “I believe 

… in the communion of saints.” Martin Lu-

ther in the Large Catechism acknowledges 

that it is not a communion or talking about 

communion but rather a community. In fact 

he understands it to be a Holy Community. 

That is what we are. We are brothers and 

sisters in Christ. God has made us His chil-

dren through baptism and He has made us 

siblings with one another. Together we 

share in supporting each other through joys 

and through burdens. We share the responsi-

bility of making sure our church building is 

cared for and pastor and ministers sup-

ported. We cry with each other. We laugh 

with each other. We live as one with Christ 

in one another. 

 

The Bible’s favorite way of describing the 

church is found in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13. It 

says the church is one body with many mem-

bers and parts. Think of a body. If your 

heart fails, the whole body fails. If you lose 

an arm, you are weaker. Even if you lose 

something as simple as you little toe can 

throw you off balance. As a body needs all of 

its parts, the church needs all of its people. 

I write this because the elders and I have a 

growing concern. Covid-19 and other ill-

nesses have truly compromised the body of 

Christ. Some of you have stayed away from 

physical worship services for healthy and 

safety concerns. Others, come to worship, 

but then limit your participation with other 

events. Although we understand your con-

cerns, the elders and I are concerned that the 

community of believers have suffered for it. 

Maybe you even feel that you are suffering 

for it. 

 

Our question is how can we keep you con-

nected to the community in worship but 

also help you to be active with the commu-

nity outside of worship? One thing I would 

like to do is have people who watch online 

email us and let us know you are watching 

so that we can stay in communication. We 

would love for all of you to be a strong com-

munity together. Please let us know what 

kind of events you would like to participate 

in. Tell us how we can support you in the 

Body of Christ. 

 

The church is the strongest community on 

earth because it is a Holy Community. It is 

made holy by the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ its Lord. You are a part of this 

Holy Community. Our community is 

stronger with you here. 

 

In Christ Jesus, who makes us a Community 

of His Saints, 

 

Pastor Josh 


