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What is your New Year’s Resolution? Is 

this the year you plan to lose weight, travel more, 

start a college fund, save for retirement, learn a 

new skill, or take up a new hobby? Or will you 

ignore the tradition all together?  

 

This year at Calvary, I resolve for you to 

join a Bible study. I would love for that Bible 

study to be a small group.  

 

A small group is a group of 6-12 people 

who gather together to study the Word of God. 

These groups may gather in someone’s home, at 

the church, or even a restaurant. When they 

meet, they usually have time to talk about social 

and personal matters while eating a meal or shar-

ing refreshments. Then, they open up their Bibles 

for a devotion. Sometimes they study whole 

books of the Bible and sometimes they study bib-

lical topics and ideas. A small group is a place for 

you to gather with Christian friends and grow in 

your faith with each other.  

 

To start our small group ministry I need 4

-8 small group leaders. Below is a list of qualifica-

tions:  

Small Group Host/Leader 

1 Need not be a trained pastor or educator, 

just a baptized Christian who wants to 

grow in their faith and knowledge of God 

and His Word.  

2 Must be a member of Calvary Lutheran 

Church.  

3 Must have a loving heart.  

4 Be able to host 6-12 individuals in your 

home or create a welcoming environment 

in the church or community center.  

5 Be able to recruit 5-11 friends or Calvary 

church members to join your small group, 

or ask for recruitment help from the pas-

tor or DCE.  

6 Be able to use pastor-written or purchased 

curriculum, facilitate discussion among 

peers, and keep the discussion relevant to 

the topic.  

7 Pray for all participants.  

8 Encourage participant attendance.  

 

This is something that you can do. You do not need 

to be a biblical expert. You do not need a library full 

of biblical commentaries or periodicals. You do not 

need to be able to perform miracles. You just need to 

be you.  

 The other thing that I need is 24-48 willing 

participants. I need you. Below is a list of qualifica-

tions: 

 

 Small Group Participant: 

1 Have a desire to learn more about Jesus.  

 

This is something that you can do. You do not need 

to be a biblical expert. You do not need a library full 

of biblical commentaries or periodical. If you don’t 

have a Bible, I will be buy you one. Just be you.  

 

 Bible study is incredibly important. Psalm 

119:105 says “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and 

light unto my path.” The Bible is the single greatest 

tool that God has given us to help us grow in our 

faith. It is a light, God says, to keep us firmly on His 

path of righteousness.  

 

 Colossians 3:16 says “Let the word of Christ 

dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one 

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, with thanksgiving in your hearts to 

God.” God’s word fills us, not only with knowledge, 

but also with joy and thanksgiving. The word of God 

is an amazing gift of us to share.  

 

 Please join me in this New Year’s Resolution. 

Pray about leading and joining a small group.  

 

Love, 

 

 Pastor Josh 


