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Last year we did not have a Thanksgiving 

Day service and we did have a Thanksgiving 

Eve service. The same will be true this year. 

However, a key difference will be that in-

stead of a traditional Divine Service, we will 

have a service of prayer. I envision this ser-

vice as a time of us to go to God in prayer 

and thank Him for all of life’s blessings and 

to ask Him to intervene in life’s challenges. 

  

One of my favorite hymns is “Praise and 

Thanksgiving.” It says, “Praise and thanks-

giving, Father we offer for all things living, 

created good.” Certainly, that is the senti-

ment of our American holiday, Thanksgiv-

ing. It is a time to rejoice in the blessings 

that God has created for us. I want to center 

this theme in our prayer service on Novem-

ber 23
rd

.  

 

The service will be simple. We will open 

with a prayer of invocation, sing a hymn of 

praise, prayer, then share a reading, and we 

will continue this pattern in some fashion. 

As we pray, I will be inviting our Elders and 

council members to say specific prayers for 

our various ministries. I will also open up a 

prayer for the congregation to pray together 

out loud. I would love to invite you to stay 

after the prayer service to pray with an elder 

or myself over your specific needs and con-

cerns. I hope that this service will bring to 

life the words of Jesus from Matthew 21:13 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer.” 

 

 

If you are in town for Thanksgiving, please 

join us for a prayer service on November 

23
rd

. If you have specific prayer requests to 

be shared at that service, I will be taking 

those throughout November. Prayer is a 

Holy Conversation with God. Living in His 

Holiness is refreshing and up lifting. I know 

that this will be a time for us to be strength-

ened in His voice.   

 

I also plan to end the evening worship with 

God’s most precious feast, the Lord’s Sup-

per. There is no better way to celebrate all 

that God has done than with the feast of 

Holy Communion. This will truly be a spe-

cial service. 

  

As you get ready to celebrate Thanksgiving, 

eat turkey, and watch football, also return 

thanks to God. For He has done so much for 

each of us including working out of our sal-

vation. For that we are all truly thankful! 

 

With Much Thanks,  

 

Pastor Josh 


