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CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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The Psalmist writes “Create in me a 

clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me.” This was 

King David’s prayer after his affair 

with Bathsheba. Since then, it has 

become our prayer for of repentance 

from our own selfish desires and seek-

ing God’s absolution. 

 

Many people view Lent as a journey 

of self-discovery or self-change. (A 

local radio host said it was a time to 

eat good fish sandwiches.) Many peo-

ple pick a vice and take the 40 days of 

Lent to create a habit and eliminate 

that vice from their lives. Now, this is 

a good thing. Anytime that we ac-

tively, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, try to remove a sin and temp-

tation from our lives is a good thing. 

However, this is not what Lent is 

really about. 

During Lent, we engage a 40 day 

journey towards God’s absolution 

found on the cross and in the empty 

tomb of Easter. It is not an easy jour-

ney. Over the next month and a 

half, our Sunday Scripture readings 

will call out our sinful hearts. The 

Prophets and Apostles will call us to 

turn our lives from our sinful 

thoughts, words, and deeds. They 

hope to put us on the path to Christ 

and His salvation. That is the path I 

want you on. On want to lead on the 

path of Christ and His salvation. 

 

Instead of having you eliminate a 

vice during lent, I want you to con-

sider adding a holy practice. Increase 

your prayer time. Or maybe increase 

your devotional time. Or add a Bible 

study to your schedule. For Lent, 

Hannah and I are making it easy on 

you. We are creating a five week 

Bible study to take place during 

the 40 days of Lent. This study 

will focus on the theme of re-

pentance. This study will lead 

you on the path to Christ and 

His salvation. Please join us 

March 6
th

, 13
th

, 20
th

, 27
th

, and 

April 3
rd

 for this unique oppor-

tunity to engage God’s Word. 

The study will be on Sunday 

Mornings at 9:45-10:45. 

 

King David sings “restore to me 

the joy of your salvation and 

uphold me with a willing 

spirit.” This is our goal as we 

engage God’s Word. So please 

Join us and I look forward to 

seeing you there. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Pastor Josh 
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March can be a tough month. In 2020, 

I wrote this message on my facebook 

wall:  

 

“Tomorrow is Ash Wednesday. To be 

completely honest, in my sinful na-

ture, I have never cared much for 

Lent. The added services are stressful 

as a pastor’s family and I’ve always 

found the content depressing.  

 

This year, I’ve been particularly weary 

because 2020 has been a real mess. Be-

tween long illnesses, unexpected 

deaths and navigating personal issues, 

I’m just tired. Tired of problems I 

can’t solve. Tired of living in world 

that is broken.  

 

Ash Wednesday is a humbling day in 

the church calendar. We physically 

mark ourselves as incapable. We accept 

that we are nothing and on this earth, 

will one day return to nothing.  

 

But the joy of Lent is that Easter is 

coming. Though our time here will be 

filled with many moments of trial, we 

have hope as we look forward toward 

the prize for which God has called us. 

I’m still in the midst of some frustra-

tion and despair in many aspects of my 

life. But I rejoice in the hope of the 

Resurrection. Though we are but ash, 

we will be raised. I pray that this Ash 

Wednesday, as you are humbled at the 

altar, that you too can look to the 

empty tomb and rejoice in its prom-

ise.” 

 

…not long after I wrote this mes-

sage, Covid struck the United 

States in full force and 2020 became 

even messier than I had previously 

experienced or imagined. Lent will 

be busy again this year! We are 

looking forward to enjoying meals 

with one another once again on 

Wednesday evenings. I will be host-

ing a Seder Meal for the congrega-

tion on Maundy Thursday, where 

we can really dig into the history 

and traditions of the Seder prior to 

receiving Holy Communion to-

gether. And joyfully, Easter will be 

here soon and we can look forward 

to celebrating the resurrection of 

our Lord and Savior. Volunteers are 

needed for our Easter Family event, 

which will take place on April 9
th

 

and our Palm Sunday breakfast on 

the 10
th

. Please let me know if you 

can help out at these events by 

emailing me at 

JH.Obermann@gmail.com 

 

Thank you for your dedication to 

Calvary and it’s various ministries. 

We are truly blessed to have such a 

kind and strong church family here.  

 

In Christ,  

 

Hannah Obermann 

mailto:JH.Obermann@gmail.com


As I sit to write this it is still February and I 

wonder what to say about March that would 

be inspiring and meaningful to Calvary.  I 

reference Hebrews 4:12 

 

“For the word of God is living and active, 

sharper than any two-edged sword.”  That is a 

truth we cannot deny.  The world is trying to 

tear us apart, we have to be rooted in the 

word. 

 

We live in a world built on shifting sand. Soci-

ety is changing rapidly and the truth is being 

lost in a storm of competing voices. Now 

more than ever, we must anchor ourselves in 

the eternal Word of God, a firm foundation 

in a conflicted culture.  Lent of 2022 is an im-

portant time for us. 

 

Lent is the 40 days (not including Sundays) 

from Ash Wednesday (March 2) to the Satur-

day before Easter (April 17
th

). Lent is often 

described as a time of preparation and an op-

portunity to go deeper with God.  

 

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. You 

will be given the opportunity to receive ashes 

that day. Those ashes from the Ash Wednes-

day service symbolize our grief for the things 

we’ve done wrong and the resulting division 

of imperfect people from a perfect God.  Each 

of six weeks of lent is a time to reflect. 

 

Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Fri-

day. It commemorates the night before Jesus 

died, when He shared the Passover meal with 

His closest friends and followers.  We cele-

brate the institution of communion. 

 

Good Friday is the day where we remember 

Jesus’ death. It doesn’t seem like it should be 

called “Good”.  The “Good” reflects how Je-

sus’ death was a sacrifice on our behalf so we 

can receive God’s forgiveness for our wrongs, 
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or sins.  It turns out to be the ultimate 

“Good”. 

 

Easter Sunday is the joyful celebration of Je-

sus rising from the dead.  His rising from the 

dead gives us the opportunity of eternal life. 

Jesus made the way for people to have a rela-

tionship with God in this life and to spend 

eternity with Him in heaven. 

 

Prayer during Lent focuses on our need for 

God’s forgiveness. It’s also about repenting 

(turning away from our sins) and receiving 

God’s mercy and love.  

 

Reading God’s word during lent builds a re-

lationship with God.  It provides a deeper 

understanding of God, who he is, and what 

he does for us.  It forms a relationship that 

keeps us on the right path so we can resist 

the Devil and all of his lies. 

 

Fasting, or giving something up, is a very 

common practice during Lent. It is not a re-

quirement by any means.  It is a way to re-

move some distraction.  The idea is that giv-

ing up something that’s a regular part of life 

can be a reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice. It is a 

great time to focus on God’s word.  Set aside 

a portion of time that you usually use for 

entertainment and read God’s word.  It will 

strengthen you for the future. 

 

Doing these things can never make us earn 

or deserve Jesus’ sacrifice or a relationship 

with God. People are flawed and will never 

be good enough for a perfect God. Only Je-

sus has the power to rescue us from our-

selves. But focusing on God builds us up 

spiritually.  Provides a place for the Holy 

Spirit to dwell within us, and gives us 

strength to withstand the enemy. 

Elders Corner by Tom Harbaugh 

https://www.cru.org/us/en/blog/spiritual-growth/prayer/whats-the-difference-between-a-wish-and-prayer.html


In the book of Hebrews we are told to make 

every effort to live in peace. What a wonder-

ful world we would have if everyone followed 

this. We can be the peace of the world and 

lead others to God’s love and peace. Please 

join us in upcoming outreaches and continued 

ministries. 

 

Mother of Sorrows Food Bank- Once again 

we will be providing bar soap and rectangle 

tissue boxes for the May food distribution. 

Our church has pledged 125 of each. Dona-

tions will be accepted the end of April. Thank 

you for supporting this ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Egg Hunt- Saturday, April 9 at 

1:00.  Save the date - details to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candy donations for egg hunt are needed. 

Please put candy in bin in narthex by the end 

of March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Egg stuffing party and fellowship will be on 

Sunday, April 3 at noon. Helping hands 

would be greatly appreciated. 
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Palm Sunday Breakfast is coming up! Please 

sign up to come and let us know if you 

would like to bring a breakfast dish to share. 

Contact Lori, Rose or Jess. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please continue to fill the shopping cart! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kitchen Cleanup Day- Saturday, March 19. 

Come help get the kitchen organized and in 

tip top shape for Spring. Starting at 9:00 

AM . Come for an hour or entire morning. 

We all LOVE to clean!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evangelism/Hospitality & Fellowship Update 
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leukemia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS, cancer 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of Iris & 

Steve Wutzke 

 

Cindy Bowers - stem cell working great, 

cousin of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Mike Opina - cancer, uncle of Richard 

Hrivnak 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend of 

Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Sherry - bone cancer, cousin of Ruth Greer 

 

Nicki Rethage - esophageal cancer 

 

John Zotter - pancreatic cancer, friend of 

Tom Harbaugh 

 

John Sondora - pancreatic cancer, friend of 

Karen & Jim Wertz 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori Gu-

laskey 

 

Shari Nosbisch - cancer free, Carolyn Har-

baugh’s sister-in-law’s ,sister in law 

 

Heidi Sembower - chemo for breast cancer, 

sister-in-law of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, cousin of 

Paul Rehkopf 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immunotherapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immunotherapy 

 

Sandy Allen - stroke, friend of Wanda & 

Terry Kuehn 

 

Matt 32 yrs suffering from strokes, friend 

of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece of 

Peggy Waybright 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health issues, 

father of Heather Kuehn 

 

Gretchen - hospital do to multiple health 

issues, friend of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Mike - strength & healing from upcom-

ing heart surgery, father of Pat & Dave 

Jackson’s great grandchildren 

 

Sera - surgery for a torn ALC , great 

granddaughter of Norma Hite 

 

Tom - strength & healing from heart sur-

gery, cousin of Ruth Greer 

 

Bob Loges - strength & healing from sur-

gery, Bob is Amy Cicak’s dad cousin 

 

Martin - strength & healing, brother of 

Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, son of 

Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing father of 

Mark Shirer 

 

Tom Brown - strength & healing 

 

Cindy Geiss continued strength & heal-

ing recovering from complications from 

surgery, mother-in-law of Joshua Glasser 

 

Meg & Peyton - covid, friends of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Linda, Eric, Jordan Casteel & Eric’s 

parents covid, friends of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Stan Zarisky - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother of 

Lori Gulaskey 

 

Melissa Alsing - strength & healing 

from hip surgery 

 

Gary - strength & healing from back 

surgery, brother of Peg Kibel 

 

Lee - strength & healing from broken 

ankle, son-in-law of Kathe Cassol 

 

Iris Wutzke - strength & healing 

with AFib issues 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Respond-

ers 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

 

Please let office know of prayer updates 

and additions. 

Thank you 
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As I (Joel) sit down to write, I’m realiz-

ing there’s a lot to update you all 

about.  First is the birth of our daugh-

ter and fourth child, Hope Elizabeth 

Shibata!  She arrived at 6 AM on Janu-

ary 6th and we are absolutely in love!  

It’s hard to believe but she’s 6 weeks 

today.  She’s a great eater—she’s dou-

bled her birth weight and is in 3-6 

months size clothing already.  Sleeping, 

at least at night, is another story.  Over 

the next few weeks, please be praying 

that we are able to help her get into a 

better nighttime sleep rhythm.  The 

kids all want to take turns holding and 

loving on her and so does our dog 

Harley.  Jenn and I definitely in the 

low sleep phase that comes with a new-

born.  But something that’s been great 

though is that I’ve been able to be on 

paternity leave for most of the Spring 

semester.  Cru is very understanding 

and accommodating to parents in min-

istry which is a true blessing to us. 

 

Meanwhile, the ministry with Cru 

marches on.  And I have to say, I’m so 

thankful for the staff team that God 

has in place for this school year.  

They’ve done a great job stepping up in 

while Jenn and I have been focused at 

home.  They all were able to go to 

Cru’s winter conference over the win-

ter break, launch a month on mission 

for the month of February and con-

tinue to plan our international vision 

trips.  This year we are spearheading 

two different international trips dur-

ing our students’ Spring breaks.  One 

is a trip to the Middle East and an-

other is a trip to Puerto Rico.  I’m 

excited to say that God has raised up 

13 staff and students to go to the 

Middle East and 19 to go to Puerto 

Rico.  The trip to the Middle East 

will be the first week of March and 

Puerto Rico the second.  We would 

love your prayers for these trips, espe-

cially for the things we don’t control: 

travel restrictions and COVID expo-

sures before the trips that could 

throw a wrench into months of plan-

ning.  Also that God would use this 

trip to help those that go to grow in 

their vision for reaching the world 

for Christ. 

 

Finally, I’d we’d love it if you join us 

in praying for our staff team next 

year.  Pray that God would raise up 

interns and staff for our team—even 

if we aren’t sure where they will come 

from.  Thank you for your continued 

prayers and support of our ministry.  

We are so thankful for you! 

  

The latest addition to our family: Hope Elizabeth Shibata! 
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March 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

1 

10:00 LBS  

2 

7:00 Ash 

Wednesday 

3 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

 

7 

6:30 Worship 

 

8 

10:00 LBS  

 

 

 

 

 

9 

6:00 Meager 

Meal 

(Potluck) 

7:00 Worship 

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

8:00 MBS 

10:00 LWML 

Meeting 

13 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

 

14 

6:30 Communion 

 

 

 

15 

10:00 LBS  

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 

6:00 Meager 

Meal 

(sponsored by Ladies 

Bible Study) 

7:00 Worship 

17 

6:30 Council 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

19 

9:00 Kitchen 

Clean Up 

20 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

21 

6:30 Worship 

 

22 

10:00 LBS  

 

23 

6:00 Meager 

Meal 

(sponsored by  

Hospitality &  

Fellowship) 

7:00 Worship 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

8:00 MBS 

27 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

28 

6:30 Communion 

29 

10:00 LBS  

 

30 

6:00 Meager 

Meal 

(sponsored by  

SONseekers Bible 

Study) 

 

7:00 Worship 

31 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

  7 Karen Wertz 

  9 Marty Alsing 

 Paul Rehkofp 

10 Audrey McVeigh 

11 Lorri Nixon 

14 Tim Rehkopf 

20 David Cicak 

22  Nicole Ickes 

29 Dominic Colecchi 

31 Eric Holzman 

11 Amber & George Emanuele 

28 Shirley & Bill Zachar 

29 Jacki & Shawn Walker 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

March 2
nd

 - Ash Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 13
th

 - Day light Savings - Spring Ahead 
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KIDS PAGE 
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ADULT WORD SEARCH 


