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I want to plant a garden. I have a small 

garden box on my deck that I am cur-

rently growing tomatoes in. But I would 

like build a larger raised garden bed in 

the lower part of my lawn. I realize that 

gardening is not easy work. There is 

much to be done. Weeding, watering, 

fertilizing, pruning, harvesting, and pest/

animal control are all vital work to 

maintaining a successful, thriving garden. 

With all this constant work that needs to 

be done, it is no wonder that God used 

this metaphor to describe the work of 

the church. 

 

One of the most influential parables for 

my ministry is the “Parable of the 

Sower.” In the parable that Jesus tells, 

the sower scatters seeds of His word all 

over the place. The word creates faith 

which then encounters trouble. Birds, 

rocky ground, weeds, and a hot scorch-

ing sun become metaphors for trials that 

Christians face during their life in faith. 

The point of the parable is that God scat-

ters seeds of faith to grow in all kinds of 

soil, but only the good soil will end up 

producing fruit. We Christians then trust 

and pray that the Holy Spirit would cul-

tivate us into rich soil so that we can 

produce His fruit! 

 

This parable is influential to me because 

it reminds of the work that Holy Spirit 

does, that pastors do, and all members of 

God’s family are involved in with the 

community of believers. We are all gar-

deners of God’s church. We work to-

gether to cultivate the fruits for His har-

vest. Pastors may be the primary plant-

ers of the word, but every individual is 

involved in pruning, weeding, watering, 

harvesting, and the like. Every Christian 

has a role in cultivating the faith life of 

the church. 

 

I would like to sees us cultivating faith at 

Calvary inter-generationally.  One of the 

weeds, birds, or simply trials that Chris-

tians face today is that this current soci-

ety undervalues faith and acknowledges 

little authority from scripture. Intergen-

erational ministry allows you to share 

how you remain faithful while so many 

others have grown skeptical of religion 

and even Jesus Christ. Simply by sharing 

your story with other Christians can 

cultivate rich receptive soil that is capa-

ble of producing an abundance of spiri-

tual fruit. 

 

For our next bonfires, Bible studies, and 

servant events, invite your children, 

grandchildren, nieces and nephews to 

come with you. Let these times of food 

and fellowship be also a time of cultivat-

ing good soil. Because here is the bless-

ing, as we work by the Holy Spirit to 

cultivate good soil in others, the Holy 

Spirit is often using the others to culti-

vate good soil in us. Consider coming to 

the Concordia Monroeville Servant 

Event. I know this will be an event 

where the Holy Spirit is not only at 

work in the lives of the people at Con-

cordia, but He will also be at work culti-

vating us. 

 

Gardening is hard work. Church work is 

hard work. But we have a wonderful 

helper on our side. The Holy Spirit will 

strengthen us and renew us to his work 

and grow in His love. 

 

In the Love of Christ, 

 

Pastor Josh 


