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UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 
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Calvary Communicator 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 
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February begins the longing for 

spring. Christmas, with all of it joy-

ous festivities, glowing lights, splen-

dor, and wonder, is over. So, along 

with the groundhog, we start looking 

for signs of spring that this winter is 

indeed coming to an end. By mid-

March, winter will end, although 

cold, snow, and rain may linger and 

spring will begin. So we begin wait-

ing for winters end and the joys of 

spring to begin. 

 

As we wait, I want to share with you 

other joys to be looking for. In the 

spring, we have many new ministries 

planned. Beginning with Lent and 

midweek worship and a special Sun-

day Bible study series, then Vacation 

Bible School, and fireside Bible stud-

ies throughout the summer. 

 

Lent begins March 1
st

 with Ash 

Wednesday. This service will be our 

traditional Ash Wednesday service 

complete with the imposition of ashes 

upon your forehead. Following that 

service, each subsequent Wednesday 

we will have a worship service pro-

ceeded by our Meager Meals. Various 

groups that gather at the church will 

be preparing the meals for us this 

year. 

 

For worship this Lent, we will ex-

plore the theme of repentance. We 

will examine the Bible stories of 

David, Sampson, Peter, Onesimus, 

and the parable of the Prodigal Son 

and how each was led to repent and 

was met with forgiveness. 

 

On Sundays during Lent, Hannah 

and I will host a special Bible study. 

We will be seeking table hosts to 

host a table in the Fellowship Hall. 

The host will be responsible for fa-

cilitate discussion when able and 

making sure their table has snacks. 

THEY WILL NOT BE RESPONSI-

BLE FOR TEACHING THE 

CLASS. Hannah and I will co-teach 

5 lessons about the different stories 

from each midweek service. We hope 

to see you there. 

 

Beginning in May/June, I will host a 

bonfire at church and lead a short 

Bible study as we sit and enjoy each 

other’s company. The theme for our 

study will be the fruits of the Spirit. 

I know that this will be a fun time to 

fellowship outdoors as the body of 

believers. 

 

Well, I hope these events will get 

you excited for spring that is just 

around the corner. Until then, stay 

warm and blessed in the loving arms 

of God. 

 

In His Service, 

 

Pastor Josh 
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Greetings dear sisters and brothers in 

Christ! 

 

February is the shortest month of the 

year, but it certainly never feels like it! 

With Christmas so far gone and 

Spring so far off, we start to tire of the 

gray skies and slushy streets. Time 

seems to slow down and we begin the 

period of longing for sunny skies and 

green grass again. I am always re-

minded of the eternal winter as de-

picted in The Chronicles of Narnia. 

The citizens grow weary of the land 

where it is ‘always winter’. It’s easy to 

feel that way here in Pittsburgh, and 

even easier to feel that way here on 

earth! The coronavirus pandemic is 

certainly starting to wear on everyone. 

We are right at the cusp of two long 

years of fear, anxiety and frustration 

in the world around us with very little 

hope sometimes that there is an end in 

sight. 

 

And yet we have hope in Christ! 

Though his death and resurrection, we 

have much to look forward to. We 

have salvation in his name and can 

cling to the hope of our life to 

come, and in his mercy during our 

time on earth. 

 

We have much to look forward to 

here at Calvary! Spring and Easter 

are right around the corner. I will 

be hosting a Seder Meal on Maundy 

Thursday where we can come to-

gether to learn about the traditions 

of the early church and share in the 

meal of Holy Communion. We will 

get to celebrate the resurrection of 

Christ on Resurrection Sunday. 

 

I would like to ask each of you to 

prayerfully consider joining my 

new Board of Ministry, emphasiz-

ing youth and family. I would like 

our first meeting to be Sunday, 

February 27
th

 when we will be dis-

cussing Easter plans and beginning 

to prep for our summer ministry 

plans as well. Please contact me at 

jh.obermann@gmail.com if you 

would like to participate. I look for-

ward to working with you! 

mailto:jh.obermann@gmail.com


Greetings! 

 

     Every so often we stumble upon certain rare jewel mo-

ments in life, when there is a grand convergence of extraordi-

nary talent, gifts, opportunity and vision that presents some-

thing so genuine and beautiful that is stirs the soul. 

 

This Christmas past, our family encountered one of those 

moments. So, for lack of any better ideas, I share our experi-

ence with you, fully aware that words never can recreate real-

ity. 

 

     The Christmas Eve service began unlike most. From the 

choir loft, a truly professional four piece brass ensemble set 

the mood, expertly playing familiar Christmas Hymns. Inter-

spersed, and joining in with the Trumpet, Trombone, French 

Horn and Tuba was a wonderful bell choir that offered the 

enchanted sounds which embellished the music like the orna-

ments on a tree.  A duet of beautiful voices sang out about 

the Christ Child, our Savior, with a very sweet harmony.  

This all went on for 20 minutes and ended too soon! 

 

Then the service “began”, of course, with an opening hymn.  

As everyone stood, that same awesome brass quartet and bell 

choir joined in along with the Organ’s majestic cadence of 

chords that so yanks on one’s emotional strings. This contin-

ued throughout the service, with every hymn ! 

 

During more contemplative moments, up front, a small 

group played a more contemporary style – with guitar, key-

board and drums – and often set the mood with quiet music 

throughout the service. 

 

The sermon was captivating.  And prior to it – a crowd of 

children 20 strong marched to the chancel area to stand with 

the pastor as he helped various young volunteers to light the 

Advent Candles. 

 

The service concluded with the communion liturgy.  All 

were summoned to the altar to receive the Bread and Wine 

with instructions to take them back with them to the pew 

seating.  After all were seated, all then ate and drank as one,  

all together. 

 

The service lasted one hour and forty minutes – but few real-

ized it.  Personally, I was not ready to leave. 

The service stirred my soul. 

 

 I wept. 

 

Why ?  Because (almost) my entire family was there,sitting 

together, praising our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Why ? Because I looked about and saw the Nave full with 

God’s people. 
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Why ?  Because of the many young children and young adults 

present. 

 

Why did I cry ?  Because joy overwhelmed me. 

 

  I felt like the curtain of heaven was pulled away slightly in 

that moment, and we were shown but a fleeting glimpse of 

the real joy and magnificence that must be there in heaven 

around the throne of God. 

 

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude              

that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 

language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. 

 

They were wearing white robes and were holding palm                     

branches in their hands. 
10 

And they cried out in a loud voice: 

 

“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb.” 

 

All the angels were standing around the throne and around                     

the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down                            

on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 

saying: 

 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!” 

Revelation 7: 9 – 12 

 

    Sure enough though,  reality comes rushing back in like air 

to a vacuum.  Seems always someone in the family is sick, life 

disappointments cycle through like the winter storms, some 

silly controversy saps the joy from the soul, the day to day 

monotony dims our spirit.   While the mountain top experi-

ence(s) of our life fade too quickly. 

 

     So, we come to understand that we are not to depend on 

those “mountain-top experiences’ to carry us through from 

day to day.   Once in a while,  we eat a great and memorable 

meal;  but we are sustained physically by the many simple un-

remarkable meals we have throughout each day. Truth is, 

worship is more often than not like that great meal! Instead, 

our daily sustenance comes  in the quiet, ordinary commun-

ion with our Lord through His Word, prayer, worship and 

fellowship in faith.     

 

     It is the prayerful hope of the elders that within the walls 

of Calvary, the pews will be filled with God’s faithful disci-

ples, worshipping The Lamb upon the throne – each one lift-

ing up every other one by his/her very presence – until that 

next great uplifting moment. 

 

 To God be the Glory 

 Randy Glasser 

Elders Corner by Randy Glasser 
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Evangelism /Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

“Connecting People to the Love of Jesus” 

 

Are you connected? Have you reached out to 

connect others? We need to be the change in 

the world! Jesus loves you and cares for you 

more than we can fathom. Do you show that 

love in your everyday life? I am so thankful 

for so many in our church that lead a giving 

life. Can we do more? Yes. Can we ask oth-

ers to join a bible study in our homes? Yes! 

Can we attend a bible study and strengthen 

our church family? Yes! 

 

Pray. Share the gospel. Pray. Share your rela-

tionship with God. Pray .Let others see how 

God has blessed your life. Pray. And always 

serve others with love.  Pray without ceas-

ing! 

 

**Join us in thanking the workers at Con-

cordia Monroeville. We will be collecting 

chocolate, energy bars, individual size snack 

items, etc. for them to enjoy during their 

long workday. Please bring to church by 

February 10
th

. 

 

Please pray with thanksgiving the follow-

ing continuous outreaches: 

 

Prayer shawl ministry- crafted with love, 

these shawls comfort those dealing with diffi-

cult situations. Women of our church work 

endlessly to care for others. Their gift pro-

vides peace and comfort to many. 

 

Greeting Card Ministry- proceeds from the 

crating of recycled cards goes monthly to 

different ministries that our church supports. 

 

Sonshine Community Ministries Soup 

Kitchen- This faithful group has been sup-

porting the soup kitchen for years. Gone are 

the days that they cook for the needy but 

now they serve and witness to all who need a 

good meal. 

Loaves and Fishes Shopping Cart- Fill the 

cart with non-perishable food necessities 

and we will deliver it monthly to the 

community emergency food bank. Cards 

of encouragement are always welcome. 

 

I challenge you each to perform a random 

act of kindness during the love month, 

February. It could change someone’s life. 

 

BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN to sup-

port the Women's Choice Network is 

scheduled to begin Sunday, January 23 

and run through Sunday, February 

20.  Bottles can be picked up in the nar-

thex, filled with change or check made 

payable to Women's Choice Net-

work.  Please return bottles to Ruth 

Greer or the church office.  

 

Also a virtual campaign has been set up 

and can be accessed @ ebottle.org click on 

"find a friend" and look for Calvary Lu-

theran Church to donate.  

 

The Women's Choice Network helps 

local families to choose life.  Offering 

pregnancy testing, Sonogram and preg-

nancy resources, our four Medical Clinics 

located in Oakland, Monroeville Mall, 

North Side and Wexford, have helped 

thousands of families in some of Pitts-

burgh's neighborhoods with greatest 

need.    

 

Last year over 350 families who once con-

sidered abortion chose life because of our 

Network.  These young men and women 

began a journey toward adoption or suc-

cessful parenting that began with an ultra-

sound.  All our services are offered under 

the direction of a Professional Medical 

Staff and are provided to all clients at no 

charge.  

 

Thank you for your continued faithful 

support of this ministry.  
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CALVARY CLASSIFIEDS ARE HERE 
 

Do you have an item you would no longer need? 

Would you like some help up with spring cleanup, baby-

sitting etc? 

Do you have a talent you would like to share? 

Do the kids want to earn a couple bucks for the latest 

video game? 

Are you leery of  public advertisements? 

 

We are a tight knit group that have many goods or  

services to offer but how do we let each other know? 

With Calvary Classifieds we can get the word out to each 

other. 

 

We are starting a new section in the newsletter and on the 

bulletin board at church for "classifieds". 

 

If  you have something to post contact Joy by email at  

calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net or drop off  a note at the 

church office. We'll publish it in the next newsletter and 

post new items on the bulletin board. 
 

mailto:calvarylut@clcs.comcast.biz.net
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CALVARY CLASSIFIEDS  

Looking for someone who has wheelchair van access and willing to pick 

up Kitty from Concordia Monroeville on Sunday mornings for the 11:00 

service. Contact church office. 
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leukemia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS, cancer 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of Iris & 

Steve Wutzke 

 

Cindy Bowers - stem cell working great, 

cousin of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Mike Opina - cancer, uncle of Richard 

Hrivnak 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend of 

Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Sherry - breast cancer, cousin of Ruth 

Greer 

 

Nicki Rethage - esophageal cancer 

 

John Zotter - pancreatic cancer, friend of 

Tom Harbaugh 

 

Lori May - ovarian cancer, sister of Mark 

Shirer 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Brad - kidney cancer, cousin of Lori Gu-

laskey 

 

Shari Nosbisch - cancer free, Carolyn Har-

baugh’s sister-in-law’s ,sister in law 

 

Heidi Sembower - chemo for breast cancer, 

sister-in-law of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Christine Rehkopf - breast cancer, cousin of 

Paul Rehkopf 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immunother-

apy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immunotherapy 

 

Sandy Allen - stroke, friend of Wanda & 

Terry Kuehn 

 

Matt 32 yrs suffering from strokes, friend 

of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Maddy Kevan - brain tumor, niece of 

Peggy Waybright 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health issues, 

father of Heather Kuehn 

 

Gretchen - hospital do to multiple health 

issues, friend of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Mike - strength & healing from upcom-

ing heart surgery, father of Pat & Dave 

Jackson’s great grandchildren 

 

Sarah - surgery for a torn ALC , great 

granddaughter of Norma Hite 

 

Tom - strength & healing from heart sur-

gery, cousin of Ruth Greer 

Bob Loges - strength & healing from 

surgery, Bob is Amy Cicak’s dad 

cousin 

 

Martin - strength & healing, brother 

of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, son 

of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

Don Shirer - strength & healing fa-

ther of Mark Shirer 

Tom Brown - strength & healing 

 

Cindy Geiss continued strength & 

healing recovering from complica-

tions from surgery, mother-in-law of 

Joshua Glasser 

 

Meg & Peyton - covid, friends of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Linda, Eric, Jordan Casteel & Eric’s 

parents covid, friends of Sharon 

Hosaflook 

 

Jim Wertz - strength & healing 

 

Harry Fetsick - multiple health is-

sues, father or Heather Kuehn 

 

Stan Zarisky - strength & healing 

 

Ruth Greer - strength & healing 

 

Ken - strength & healing, brother of 

Lori Gulaskey 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Respond-

ers 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 
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February 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

1 

10:00 LBS  

2 

 

3 

6:30 Elders 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

 

7 

6:30 Worship 

 

8 

10:00 LBS  

 

 

 

 

 

9 

 

10 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

8:00 MBS 

Lincoln’s  

Birthday 

13 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

14 

6:30 Communion 

 

 

Happy Valentine’s 

Day 

15 

10:00 LBS  

Newsletter  

Deadline 

16 
 

17 

6:30 Council 

 

 

 

 

 

18 

6:00-8:00 

Game Night 

Calvary  

Community 

Center 

19 
 

20 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

21 

6:30 Worship 

President’s Day 

(office & school 

closed) 

22 

10:00 LBS  

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

8:00 MBS 

27 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

28 

10:00 Symphony 

East 

6:30 Communion 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  2 Debbie Forschner 

  5 Pat Jackson 

  9 Olivia Kuehn 

10 Dylan Giles 

11 Peg Kibel 

16 Nick Orlic 

18 Ryan Fasnacht 

20 Eric Miller 

27 Kitty Skaritka 

29 Pastor Joshua Obermann 

2 Tracy & John Fasnacht 

 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

February 18
th 

- Game Night 

 

 

 

 

March 2
nd

 - Ash Wednesday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 13
th

 - Day light Savings - Spring Ahead 
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Pictures of baby Hope and our kids, TJ (11), Abby (8) and Eli (6) 

We want to introduce you to the 

latest addition to our family, Hope 

Elizabeth Shibata!  Hope was born 

on January 6
th

, 2022 weighing 7 lbs 

13 oz and measuring 19.5 inches.  

We were surprised to see her 

blonde/lighter hair as all of her sib-

lings have dark hair!  The kids love 

her and always want turns holding 

her.  Jenn did great throughout the 

pregnancy and delivery and we are 

doing our best to teach Hope day 

time from night time.  We’d love 

your prayers for sleep at night and 

strength equal to each day in this 

season.  Thank you! 
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KIDS PAGE 
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ADULT WORD SEARCH 


