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Once a month, I enjoy eating my lunch with our 

kindergarten and pre-k classes. So I take a sack 

lunch and head down into the fellowship and sit 

among some of the most carefree, joyous, and lov-

ing people I ever get spend time with. As we be-

gin unpacking our lunch boxes, the best conversa-

tions begin. The children start commenting on 

each other’s lunches. They rejoice in the similari-

ties as they all hold up apple slices and shout “I 

have apples too!” They, also, compete with the 

differences. One child’s yellow yogurt flavor is 

old news to another’s state-of-the-art novel blue 

flavor. After the discussions of the food, the real 

important issue of a five year olds life is discussed: 

what game will played at recess. Now, certainly, 

there are plenty of five year olds in the world 

with greater concerns than recess, but for the kin-

dergartners and pre-k’s at Calvary Lutheran Early 

Learning Center, recess concerns are the only con-

cerns that matter.  

 

As an adult, I wish life was so simple. Here in De-

cember we have entered the busiest season of the 

year. This month alone, we have extra church ser-

vices, family gatherings, Christmas parties at 

work, school, and with friends, decorating, extra 

shopping and budgeting, cookies and meals to 

prepare, and travel arrangements need to be 

made. It is incredibly busy.  

 

At Calvary this month are schedule is thus: 

 

December 5
th

 at 6pm, Blue Christmas.  

December 8
th

 at 7pm, Mid-week Advent Worship.  

December 10
th

, The Early Learning Center’s 

Christmas Program and Staff Party 

 

December 11
th 

1:00pm, Christmas Caroling at 

Concordia Monroeville.  

December 15
th

 at 7pm, Lessons and Carols service.  

December 18
th

, from 2-6pm Open house at Pastor 

Obermann’s.  

December 19
th

 at 10am, Joy Fest  

December 24
th

 at 5:30pm, 7:00, and 11:00

 Christmas Eve Worship.  

 

 

This is all on top of the normal to do list of each 

month. So our conversations as adults usually try to 

determine how we will get all these things done. It is 

exhausting to think about.  

 

Jesus says in Matthew 11:28 “Come to me, all who 

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

My hope for you is that you will not see the above list 

as more distraction and exhausting to-dos for this sea-

son. I hope that you will see them as opportunities to 

rest. Each time that we come to the word of God, He 

is there to offer us rest. He gives us rest for our souls. 

He reveals to our hearts that all the little things of 

the season really do not amount to a hill of beans 

compared to the incarnation of our Lord and Savior 

and His salvation.  

 

This season is about Jesus. Jesus has come to be a part 

of His creation. He is Immanuel, which means “God 

with us.” He is our prince of peace. He is our won-

derful counselor. Any one of these monikers demon-

strates the work of Jesus to bring rest to the weary, 

just like you and me.  

 

So please, come to our mid-week advent worship ser-

vices and rest in Jesus. The themes this year are on 

the Psalms of Advent. On the 1
st

, we will rest in 

Psalm 85. It is a beautiful psalm that waits for salva-

tion to come just as we wait for the Christ Child to 

rescue us from sin and death. On the 8
th

, we will rest 

in Psalm 2. It too is a beautiful psalm that finds com-

fort knowing the Jesus, the King of Kings, is reigning 

on His throne in heaven until he returns. On the 

15
th

, we have our Lessons and Carols service. This is 

honestly my favorite. It is a night to simply rest in 

the Word of God. Nothing prepares me more for 

Christmas than this service. I hope you all enjoy it as 

I do.  

 

I know that our lives are far more chaotic than a 

child whose most pressing care is what game to play 

at recess. We worry about a lot. We are burdened by 

much. So prioritize the time to come to the Lord and 

He will give you rest.  

 

Merry Christmas,  

Pastor Josh  


