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UPCOMING EVENTS - MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS 

 

Check your emails for any changes in  

upcoming events. 
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Calvary Communicator 

CALVARY LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 

4725 Old William Penn Highway 

Murrysville, PA 15668 

Phone: 724-327-2898 

Fax: 724-327-2878 

Email: calvarylut@clcs.comcastbiz.net 

Connecting People to the Love 

of Jesus 

Calvary Lutheran Church invites you to explore the 

love of Jesus. We offer many ways to connect with 

the love of Jesus  whether it is through traditional 

or contemporary worship, Christian education or 

church and community ministries.  We invite you to 

be a part of the journey to everlasting life and to 

know and experience the loving, saving grace of 

God. 

 

Calvary Worship Times 

Opportunities for Worship  

Sunday - 8:30 am 
Sunday - 11:00 am 
Monday - 6:30 pm 

We’re on the Web! 

www.CalvaryLCMS.org 

Check for all church events 

 Office Hours  

M-TH 8 am - 4 pm 

Friday Office Closed 

 

Elected officers, staff, and administration also 

need a time to worship, receive the Lord's Sup-

per, and study God's Word over the weekend. 

Please allow them to do that and refrain from 

business discussions during those spiritually edi-

fying times. Feel free to write a note, send an 

email, leave a message, visit the office during 

office hours, or otherwise let an Elder know of 

your needs and concerns. 



terminal illness. The days getter shorter and 

darker. As life presses in on us so does Satan. He 

hopes that our jars of clay crumble into dust. 

Satan is working in all those things attempting 

to crush us. He attempts to smash us into tiny 

clay pieces. Yet we are not left to our own 

power. We are jars of clay filled with the power 

of God. It is not our strength by which we try to 

hold together. In fact, if it were up to our own 

power, we would be instantly smashed into the 

tiniest slivers that we would never be able to put 

back together again.  

It is not our power, however, It is God’s. Inside 

of us, is the life of Jesus Christ. We, who are 

dead to Satan, sin, and death are made alive in 

Christ Jesus. It is Jesus’ life inside of us that 

gives us strength. He gives us the strength of 

forgiveness to completely erase our sins. He 

gives us the strength of His resurrection from 

the dead to make our lives whole. With Christ in 

our bodies, we are never crushed, never for-

saken, never destroyed. We are always alive with 

Him.  

 

So, I pray that this scripture will remind you 

this month that Christ is always with you. I pray 

this text will anchor you in the truth that Christ 

always gives you strength. So, as you go out and 

cold weather brings a chill to your bone, illness 

sets in, or you become overwhelmed thinking of 

all the holiday preparations that need to be 

made, that you will remember that you indeed 

are strong to prevail because Christ’s strength is 

in you.  

 

In His Love,  

Pastor Josh 
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October officially kicks off the last quarter of 

the year. In these last three months, we will 

transition from warm weather to cold; fall to 

winter; from watching baseball to watching foot-

ball and hockey. Even our clothing will transi-

tion from t-shirts and light jackets to sweaters 

and heavy coats. This transition can be tiresome 

for us. It is cold and flu season (even during a 

pandemic). The days are getting shorter. With 

all of this, we can find ourselves leading to de-

spair.  

 

So with that thought in mind, I want to share 

with you one of my favorite chapters in the Bi-

ble; 2 Corinthians 4:7-12.  

 

“
7 

But we have this treasure 

in jars of clay, to show that the 

surpassing power belongs to 

God and not to us. 
8 

We 

are afflicted in every way, but 

not crushed; perplexed, but not 

driven to despair; 
9 

persecuted, 

but not forsaken; struck down, 

but not destroyed; 
10 

always car-

rying in the body the death of 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 

may also be manifested in our 

bodies. 
11 

For we who live are 

always being given over to 

death for Jesus' sake, so that the 

life of Jesus also may be mani-

fested in our mortal 

flesh. 
12 

So death is at work in 

us, but life in you.” 

 

The Apostle Paul shares with us a wonderful 

truth that no matter what challenges we are fac-

ing, we face them with life of Jesus at work in 

us.  

 

We are jars of clay. We are easy to make sick. We 

are easy to kill. We are easy to hurt in every way. 

The challenges of life surround us. The weather 

grows cold. Family members are diagnosed with 
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Greetings in Christ! 

 

Thank you to everyone who made it out to Taco Tuesday in Septem-

ber! It was such a blessing to get to talk with you all about our shared 

vision and mission for youth and family ministry at Calvary. For the 

children present, we had a lesson on 2 Corinthians 4:7 “But we have 

this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs 

to God and not to us.” We discussed the historical context of jars of 

clay and what it means to us as we are living as Christian today. The 

treasures that Paul spoke of is of course, the Gospel of all Christ has 

done for us. It is vital to the future of the Church to prioritize Biblical 

literacy and it is my goal to be intentional in our Biblical education 

with our children’s and youth ministries.  

 

The three major categories of ministry I would like to focus on this 

year are education, service and fellowship. Learning about God’s 

word, living it out in service and celebrating our community of believ-

ers are all so important and I look forward to intentional ministry in 

these three areas.  

 

Coming up this month we have a fellowship event—we will be head-

ing to Gearhead Farms on October 16
th

 at 12:00 for hay rides, corn 

mazes and a bonfire! Please consider attending this event, all from the 

congregation are welcome to come to enjoy one another’s company in 

God’s creation. I will be inviting the families from our preschool to 

come as well and would love to see many of you there. 

 

As harvest season approaches, I encourage you to remember the 

words of Jesus in the book of Matthew— “The harvest is plentiful, but 

the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the har-

vest to send out laborers into his harvest.” Don’t forget to continu-

ously pray for your friends, family and neighbors that they may come 

to know Christ and will spread that knowledge to others. It is only 

through Him that we are able to do so and through the power of 

prayer, God helps all of us in this Good Work.  
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Fall is upon us; I enjoy the fall colors 

and the many entertainment experi-

ences that it brings.  Apple Festivals, 

Fall Craft shows, our own Art Show, 

Bake Sale, Randy and Cathy’s Café, 

and the Veterans Day Celebration.  

The one thing that is common in all 

these activities, is it takes volunteers to 

make these things possible.  I know 

that all you must do at Calvary is to 

say that you need help and people show 

up.  There is more involved with mak-

ing these Church Functions happen on 

a particular day than just showing up.  

Planning, making shopping list, shop-

ping, etc.  The Chairperson of these 

communities are doing everything on 

their own, that is not how it was meant 

to be. 

 

Acts 20:35 

In everything I did, I showed you that 

by this kind of hard work we must help 

the weak, remembering the words the 

Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive”. 

 

Committees at Calvary use to have 7-10 

people per committee.  The drop-off of 

people volunteering for committee ac-

tivity cannot be blamed on COVID.  

The lack of volunteering was noticeable 

prior to COVID.  Since COVID seems 

to be currently at bay, we need to step 

up our volunteer efforts and make Cal-

vary Great Again.  We will be bringing 

back events that were canceled in the 

last year or two and developing new 

events. 

 

Calvary is an older congregation which 

means that almost everyone has volun-

teered at some point while making 

their church home at Calvary.  Just 

because you have been part of a com-

mittee once does not preclude you from 

being a member of that same commit-

tee or a different committee again.  

Church life does not mean just coming 

to church on Sunday.  Your Christian 

life includes being an evangelist, help-

ing others, and spreading the word.  

Your life in service to the Lord is as 

one of his messengers, this continues 

during your entire Christian life. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:12 

This service that you perform is not 

only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 

people but is also overflowing in many 

expressions of thanks to God. 

 

Allow your heart to be changed and 

softened with these seasons.  Look for-

ward to the beautiful colors of Au-

tumn but remember the bright colors 

of Spring.  Remember the heat of the 

sun with the bright blue skies of Sum-

mer but enjoy the quietness of the soft 

new snow of Winter.  The world is 

changing, we are changing, Calvary is 

changing!  Please be part of all these 

changes, volunteer! 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 

There is a time for everything, and 

a season for every activity under the 

heavens. 

Elders Corner by Andy Schifino 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%2020%3A35&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%209%3A12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes%203%3A1&version=NIV
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Evangelism /Hospitality & Fellowship Update 

CHRISTIAN ART SHOW 

Our 45th Annual Christian Art Show is October 

23 & 24 in the Fellowship Hall, 10am - 4pm Sat-

urday & Noon - 4pm Sunday. Lunch will be 

available at the Gallery Cafe.  Artwork preregis-

tration is October 11.  Entry forms are available 

on the narthex bulletin board. Lots of help will 

be needed starting on the 19th for set-up, art-

work check-in, hanging of artwork, attaching ID 

tags and ribbons after the judging, greeting 

guests, taking down the show and clean-up. A 

sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the nar-

thex. Thank you. 

Questions - see Sue Kemper. 

 

Reaching out and helping others. What a 

blessing many of you are to our church and 

congregation. Think about the many people in 

our church family who regularly sing and/or 

select music for each week and practice before 

services, do readings, empty dehumidifiers, 

take out and bring in trash cans, set up tables, 

take down tables, bake treats for bible study 

and clean up, lead a bible study, set up com-

munion, send an uplifting card, pull weeds, fill 

candy basket, continuously make donation to 

shopping cart, and the list can go on and on! 

Thanks for blessing our church with your 

gifts! 

 Helpers needed now: 

Communion helpers to set-up or take 

down. 

Bake Sale Coordinator for Art Show 

Cookie bakers for Art Show 

Kitchen organizer 

Crop Hunger Walk walkers 

 

Please see Lori to fill any of these positions! 

 

The annual Crop Hunger Walk is scheduled for 

October 10, 2021. We will be having a real walk 

this year but we are not providing ”Walking 

Tacos” at the end of the walk. Apple cider or hot 

chocolate may be a great way to welcome all to 

the finish line. Registration and donations will 

be done online at https://

events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/calvary-

walkers. This walk includes many of the 

churches along Old Wm Penn Hwy and is a 

great way to join as one body glorifying God. 

Worldwide there is a great need to supply food 

to the hungry insecure. The annual Crop Hunger 

Walk helps fill that need in our community and 

worldwide. Register to walk or donate TODAY! 

Go Calvary Walkers!!!! 

 

Taco Tuesday was a smashing hit! Good food and 

fellowship was enjoyed by all. Thanks to our chefs 

and workers. Please stay tuned for our next dinner! 

Christian Art Show, Bake Sale, Café October 

23,24. Your help is needed and appreciated with set

-up on Tuesday-Friday . Homemade bake goods are 

needed to sell Saturday and Sunday. Café will also 

be open both days.  Contact Sue Kemper to help 

with Art show set-up and Lori Gulaskey to donate 

and help with bake sale. 

 

Thanksgiving Bags for Sonshine  We will once 

again be filling bags to help those in need with 

food for Thanksgiving dinner. This year is differ-

ent for you can donate a bag full of items from a 

list or a $25 gift card to Giant Eagle, Aldi or Wal-

mart. Please see Lori for list or to let her know you 

will be providing a gift card. Please include au-

thorization receipt. Collection date will be early 

November. 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS If you know of anyone need-

ing help with a rough time, please let them know 

that we are praying for them and take a shawl. It is 

such a source of comfort and peace. Thanks to the 

women who keep this vital ministry going with 

their gifted hands.  

 

LOAVES AND FISHES Many thanks to those 

who keep filling our shopping cart! These items are 

donated to the emergency food bank, Loaves and 

Fishes. All non-perishable items are appreciated. 

 

Veteran’s Day Program We will once again honor 

our veterans with a program dedicated for them 

followed be a delicious meal on Sunday, November 

14 at 2:00PM. More details to follow. See Andy to 

help with program and Lori to help with meal. 

 

Angel tree Donations We will begin collecting do-

nations in November. More details to follow. 

 

Christmas Church Decorating will be on Sunday, 

November 28 after late service.  

Thank you for helping with these worthwhile pro-

jects.  
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Enjoying fellowship mid-September during  

our leadership retreat. From L to R: Abby, Brooke and Jenay.  

Lately as we have been pouring into 

our staff team and students, I have had 

the privilege of reading the book of 

Ruth.  It is a story about the in-

between: God showing up in one of the 

most transitional periods of Israel’s 

history.  It showcases common strug-

gles, and how God uses circumstances, 

people and loyalty to meet us in those 

struggles whether they are daily needs 

or deep hurts.  I encourage you to read 

Ruth, consider how God meets you, 

and humbly ask you to pray as myself 

and our Fall Retreat speaker, Byron, 

uses Ruth to illustrate God’s faithful 

character to his children. 

Last weekend, Joel and I were able to 

spend time with our awesome and dedi-

cated student leaders in northern PA.  

It was a retreat we hosted for them; to 

have time to think about how they can 

invest in discipleship, how they can 

practically plan for ministry, and how 

they can daily enjoy God and be pre-

sent with him in their own walks of 

faith.  The weather cooperated and 

they ended up having a great time of 

rest, play and planning.  A few students 

said afterwards “this is just what I 

needed”.  After two years of no face-to-

face events for us, God provided just 

what we needed too.  Praise him for 

showing up in our in-between! 

  

I hope and pray God continues to show 

you how he uses all of our “in-

betweens”: our daily tasks and obsta-

cles, to reveal that he in fact is active 

and intimately involved in our lives this 

school year.  Please pray God would 

bring students into a saving relationship 

with himself through our movements 

this Fall, and pray for the continued 

health and development of our fourth 

baby (a girl!).  Thank you for your 

prayers and all of your meaningful sup-

port! 
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Prayer Requests 

Lorri Nixon –- healing from leuke-

mia 

 

Melissa Snelling - MS, cancer 

 

Jim Marshall - leukemia, friend of 

Iris & Steve Wutzke 

 

Cindy Bowers - leukemia, cousin of 

Wanda Kuehn 

 

Norm Lander - chemo not working, 

friend of Kelly Stivason 

 

Chester Klingensmith - in remission 

 

Mike Opina - cancer, uncle of Rich-

ard Hrivnak 

 

Jules Yancy - returning cancer, friend 

of Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Melissa Crouse - lung cancer, friend 

of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Lori May - ovarian cancer, sister of 

Mark Shirer 

 

Ty Bilinsky - rare blood disorder that 

is pre-cancerous, friend of Heather & 

Darren Kuehn 

 

Cathy Jones - metastic cancer, friend 

of Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Kevin - stage 4 cancer, neighbor of 

Sharon Hosaflook 

 

Shari Nosbisch - strength & healing 

from cancer, Carolyn Harbaugh’s 

sister-in-law’s ,sister in law 

 

Rose Collura - breast cancer, friend 

of Heather & Darren Kuehn 

 

Heidi Sembower - chemo for breast 

cancer, sister-in-law of Wanda Kuehn 

 

Cliff Denholm - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Dave Alsing - receiving immuno-

therapy 

 

Sandy Allen - stroke, friend of 

Wanda & Terry Kuehn 

 

Clinton - recovering from heart 

transplant, friend of Ruth & Tim 

Greer 

 

Martin - strength & healing, 

brother of Tom Kibel 

 

Ian – strength & encouragement, 

son of Karen & Jeff Bishop 

 

Don Shirer - strength & healing 

father of Mark Shirer 

 

Marion Harkema - health concerns, 

mother of Becky Abromitis 

 

Caleb - rehab, nephew of Audrey 

McVeigh 

 

Jeremy & family Covid, friends of 

Carolyn & Tom Harbaugh 

 

Shane - strength & healing from 

airplane crash, friend of Charlene 

Hrivank family 

 

Katie healthy pregnancy carrying 

twins, niece of Rich & Charlene 

Hrivnak 

 

Larry Spritz - strength & healing 

from a fall, neighbor of Becky & 

Vince Abromitis 

 

Tom Brown - in hospital undergo-

ing tests 

 

Matt - strength & healing from a 

rare virus, neighbor of Pat & Dave 

Jackson 

 

Bob Smiley - strength & healing 

from surgery 

 

Lou Boni - strength & healing from 

heart surgery, friend of Michelle 

Fischer 

 

Dodie - strength & healing from 

covid, sister-in-law of Norma Hite 

 

Melissa Boreman - proper diagnosis 

& healing 

 

Dave Hoff - strength & healing 

from surgical procedure, husband 

of Laura 

 

The Unemployed 

Caregivers 

Military Personnel & First Re-

sponders 

Mission Partners Shiprock, NM – 

Navajo Reservation 

Joel & Jen Shibata - Campus  

Crusades 

Sonshine Kitchen 

Loaves & Fishes 

Veteran’s Place 

Blackburn Center 

Concordia Lutheran Ministry 

 

Shut-Ins: June Neuman, Kitty 

Skaritka, Judy Nyssen, Gloria 

Batcher 

Please let office know of prayer up-

dates and additions. 

Thank you 
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 

 

2 

 

 

3 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

4 

6:30 Worship 

 

5 

10:00 LBS  

 

 

 

 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 

8:00 MBS 

 

10 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

Crop Walk 

11 

6:30 Communion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(office & school closed) 

12 

10:00 LBS  

7:00 Elders 

13 
 

14 

 

15 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

16 

 

17 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Worship 

18 

6:30 Worship 

 

19 

10:00 LBS  

6:30 Art Show  

Set up 

20 

 

21 

6:30 Council 

 

22 

 

23 

8:00 MBS 

Art Show 

10:00 - 1:00 & 

1:00 - 4:00  

24 

8:30 Worship 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 

 

Art Show 

12:00 - 2:00  

2:00 - 4:00 

25 

6:30 Communion 

26 

10:00 LBS  

 

27 28 

 
 

29 30 

31 

8:30 Communion 

9:45 Bible Study 

9:45 Sunday 

School 

11:00 Communion 
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS OCTOBER ANNIVERSARY’S 

  1 Bob Kemper 

  7 Mary Lou Penisch 

  9 Elizabeth Stanko 

10 Cliff Denholm 

14 Kathe Cassol 

 Karen Bishop 

28 Randy Henry 

29 Gloria Batcher 

 Becky Abromitis 

..2 Linda & Brian Fleischmann 

  4 Laura & Robert Humbert, Jr. 

11 Amy & Mark Rayman 

17 Melissa & Jeff Snelling 

26 Roxanne & Albert Cava 

Calvary Recycles 

> used ink cartridges for LWML Missions 

> paper recycling done by Shirley & Bill Zachar  
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KIDS PAGE 
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